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Lt. Gov. Anthony Brown Meets 
Greenbelters at ERHS Town Hall 


Lieutenant Governor Anthony 
Brown called together his Face- 
book friends and Prince George’s 
residents for a unique commu- 
nity meeting on December 2 at 
Greenbelt’s Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School. Proclaiming the 
gathering a session where he 
would “listen and learn,” Brown 
made it his first order of business 
to pull a barstool away from the 
podium and place himself face to 
face in front of the audience. 

Opening with a warning shot, 
Brown discussed Maryland’s 
economy: “For the first time 
since the depression, our state 
budget today is smaller than it 
was four years ago.” Education 
and public safety, he said, were 
progressing despite budget cuts. 

In public safety, “Prince 
George’s County is leading the 
way,’ Brown said. “We’ve seen 
a decrease in violent crime over 
the past year, a decrease in the 
number of homicides.” 

Brown ended his seven-minute 
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speech by tossing the ball back to 
the audience. Re-emphasizing his 
intent to listen and learn, Brown 
opened up the floor to questions 
and ideas. 

At the meeting Greenbelt and 
Prince George’s County residents 
were outnumbered by the sea 


of state and other government 
officials in attendance. But the 
residents proved to be a vo- 
cal minority, sometimes asking, 
sometimes firing questions at the 
lieutenant governor and his team 
of public servants. 
Industry Development 

Reggie Dixon from the Mis- 
sion Arts Foundation complained, 
“T don’t see the development of 
industry within this county.” He 
asked what the state was doing to 
help. Citing poor public educa- 
tion and high crime as deterrents 
to business development, Dixon 
said that nearly 400,000 residents 
leave the county every morning 
to go to work and “our dollars 
are leaving with them.” 

Tying in economic recovery 
with the strength of public edu- 
cation, Brown pointed to Mary- 
land’s standing as number one 
in the country in education. But 
when it came to Prince George’s 


See TOWN HALL, page 6 


Council Plans Tennis Lighting 
And Cameras around the City 


The Greenbelt City Council 
knows that all kinds of funding 
will be scarce during the next fis- 
cal year, so it’s trying to spend its 
remaining money as judiciously 
as possible. 

At a worksession last Wednes- 
day, the council discussed plans 
to install new lights on some of 
the Braden Field tennis courts, test 
new street lights along Springhill 
Lane in Empirian Village, install 
two surveillance cameras near 
the Metro station and give some 
of the city’s roadside trees some 
much-needed pruning. 

Assistant Director of Recre- 
ation for Operations Joe McNeal 
said the council plans to replace 
the light poles on four of the eight 
Braden Field tennis courts with 
new 24-foot lights that use 6,000 
watt bulbs, half the wattage of 
the current bulbs. While it’s hard 
to determine exactly how much 
the city pays to light the tennis 
courts since they run on the same 
meter as some street lights and 
other fixtures, the councilmem- 
bers reasoned that the drastically 
lower wattage would be budget- 
friendly. 

McNeal said it would be best 
to ask contractors for separate bids 
on relighting work on four and 
eight courts to give the council a 
chance to decide whether replac- 
ing all the $1-per-hour lights is 
financially feasible on a budget of 
$330,000. 

The pay-to-play lights currently 
bring in between $700 and $1,000 


by Stacy Jones 


annually, which comes nowhere 
near the cost to the city. 

About 20 members of the 
Greenbelt Tennis Association 
(GTA) attended the meeting to 
advocate on behalf of replacing 
lights on all eight courts carrying 
signs that read, “Light All Ten- 
nis Courts.” Some told stories 
about joining pricey fitness clubs 
in neighboring cities to avoid the 
poorly-lit courts in Greenbelt. 

“It’s not like we’ll have no 
lights on those courts,” said 
Greenbelt Mayor Judith Davis. 
If in fact only four courts’ worth 
of lights are replaced now, the 
other four would be maintained 
with parts from the others until 


the budget allowed for upgrades. 
Jokingly, City Manager Mike 
McLaughlin called it cost-saving 
light fixture cannibalism. 

If the city awards a bid, 75 
percent of the funding for the 
project will come through a Pro- 
gram Open Space grant and the 
remainder from city funds. Mc- 
Neal predicted that if the bids 
were sought this month, council 
would be able to choose a con- 
tractor and have work begin be- 
tween February and March and 
the project could potentially be 
completed by May. 

Just in time for the GTA tour- 
nament during the first weekend 
in May, said members. 


What Goes On 


Saturday, December 12 


9 a.m. to noon, Donation Drop-off, Parking Lot between Municipal 


Building and Community Center 


10 a.m. to noon, Santa visits Greenbelt, Youth Center. Free picture 


of child’s visit. 


2 p.m., Youth Advisory Committee Interest Meeting, Youth Center 


Sunday, December 13 


3 p.m., Holiday Lights Concert by Greenbelt Concert Band, Com- 


munity Center 


7:30 p.m., Combined Choir Concert, Greenbelt Community Church 


Monday, December 14 


8 p.m., City Council Meeting, Municipal Building 


Wednesday, December 16 


8:30 p.m., Council Worksession with Civic Associations, Commu- 


nity Center 
Thursday, December 17 


7:30 p.m., Greenbelt Homes, Inc. Board meeting, GHI Board 


Room 


American Education Week 
November 15 to 21, 2009 


In a celebration of American education, these columns have 
been telling the stories of selected teachers from the schools 
that serve the Greenbelt community. 

This final week readers will get a glimpse inside St. Hugh’s 


School. 


Past week’s issues featured teachers from Greenbelt, Mag- 
nolia and Springhill Lake Elementary, Eleanor Roosevelt High 
and Greenbelt Middle Schools and Turning Point Academy. 

This series has been developed and coordinated by David 
Lange, who is the coordinator of volunteers at Greenbelt El- 


ementary School. 


De Le Grand’s Passion Is 
To See Her Students Learn 


by Altoria Bell Ross 


To say that De Le 
Grand is enthusiastic 
about teaching would 
be a gross under- 
statement. Actually, 
she’s rather fervent 
about the business of 
learning. 

“Watching their 
whole world come 
alive is a joy,” Le 
Grand says of her 
first-grade students 
at St. Hugh’s; her 
classroom is a reflec- 
tion of her passion. 

Surrounded by pint-sized desks 
and seasons of the year deftly ap- 
plied to window shades in the 
azure room, Le Grand explains 
that instruction is broken down 
by learning centers: computer, 
reading literacy, art, brain game, 
independent work and teacher 
time where two to three of her 
11 students read to her. 

“They are so spongy at this 
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De Le Grand 


age. It is just beau- 
tiful,” says Le Grand, 
gesturing while she 
shows off the Christ- 
mas card kit that her 
students have been 
working on at the 
independent station. 

Pupils also get to 
soak their sponges 
in math, writing and 
responsibility. A gi- 
gantic page of fig- 
ures hangs from the 
wall as Le Grand 
reviews the day’s math lesson. 
She also points out a draft essay 
at the head of the room where 
she has instructed students earlier 
in the day on the fine art of revi- 
sion. In addition, students learn 
about responsibility by taking 
turns passing out paper, being 
line leader and other tasks that 
build self-confidence. 


See LE GRAND, page 11 


Dream Is 


Her Science Teacher Job 


by Altoria Bell Ross 


While some peo- 
ple inherit their fam- 
ily’s sense of humor, 
eye color or blood 
type, Erin Fritsch 
inherited education. 
The St. Hugh’s sci- 
ence teacher comes 
from a strong line of 
teachers. Her moth- 
er was one and her 
brother too. 

Fritsch, a native 
of Ahoskie, N.C., 
began her educa- 
tional journey at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
where she received her degree in 
education with emphasis on math 
and science. Upon graduation, 
she taught at Eastway Elemen- 
tary School in Durham, N.C., for 
a year. Then she moved to the 
Washington metropolitan area 
and taught at Patrick Henry in 
Arlington, Va. for another year. 
Afterward, she taught general ed- 





Erin Fritsch 


ucation at Arlington 
Science Focus School 
for three years be- 
fore her dream came 
true this year — land- 
ing a science spe- 
cialist position at St. 
Hugh’s where she 
teaches 6th, 7th and 
8th grades. 

“My teaching phi- 
losophy is that stu- 
dents need to have 
a variety of channels 
through which to 
learn information. Specifically 
related to science, I think that 
students need to have a concrete 
experience, through laboratory 
activities but then other types 
of instruction to follow it up to 
reach auditory and visual learn- 
ers as well,” Fritsch says. “Every 
lesson should try to address as 
many of the multiple intelligences 


See FRITSCH, page 11 
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Letters 


THANKS! 


Thank you, Community 
Church, for so generously 
allowing us to use your meet- 
ing room last Saturday for 
Ronda Ansted’s moving slide- 
show presentation on the joys 
and heart-breaks of her recent 
Peace Corps experience in 
South Africa. 

Our county RESULTS 
(www.results.org) group was 
privileged to sponsor Ronda’s 
program. We’re delighted 
she’s chosen to add her ener- 
gy to our nonpartisan citizens’ 
action group which seeks an 
international Global Fund for 
Education. 

Pat Behenna 
RESULTS volunteer 





Wintry Foods Focus 
Of “Shop Healthy” 


The next program in Co-op’s 
ongoing free “Shop Healthy Se- 
ries” iS On wintry, savory foods 
and will be held on Wednesday, 
December 16 from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Meet in the produce department. 

Winter is the time to incor- 
porate more “building” foods 
in the diet. People tend to eat 
comfort foods that contain more 
fat, heavier proteins and root veg- 
etables to help endure the harsh- 
ness of winter. Ellen Siegel and 
Kim Rush Lynch will focus on 
savory dishes using ingredients 
that warm the body and soothe 
the digestive tract such as le- 
gumes, healthy fats, hearty grains, 
root vegetables and herbs. 

December 30 is patron ap- 
preciation day with five percent 
Savings on purchases. Beginning 
in January, the Co-op Supermar- 
ket and Pharmacy will sponsor 
“Seasonal & Savory” monthly 
to celebrate patron appreciation 
day. There will be a series of 
cooking demos and samplings to 
encourage shoppers to increase 
their consumption of fresh fruits 
and vegetables. Each month, staff 
members Siegel and Rush Lynch 
will prepare a savory dish that 
will feature items from the pro- 
duce department along with other 
unfamiliar ingredients from the 
store. Co-op wine consultant John 
Mealey will recommend a few 
wines to pair with the tasty fare. 
There will also be other samplings 
of products from the store. 

The next Shop Healthy event, 
“Enhancing the Immune System 
with Whole Foods,” will take 
place January 13. The January 
27 program will be held from 
4 to 6 p.m. with a Tamarind 
theme. 


OLD GREENBELT 
THEATRE 


WEEK OF DEC. 11 


An Education 
vor 


Friday 
*5, 7:30, 9:30 


Saturday 
*2:45, *5, 7:30, 9:30 


Sunday 
*2:45, *5, 7:30 
Monday - Thursday 
"6:15; 7-30 
“These shows at $6.00 
301-474-9744 ¢ 301-474-9745 


129 Centerway 
www.pandgtheatres.com 





A Review 


GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 


“The Devil’s Christmas Carol” 


Is Clever Take on Classic 
by Carol Griffith 


Imagine Hell as a place where 
one goes after death temporarily to 
work through a few issues before 
being sent on to wherever one is 
destined to go for eternity. And 
one of the ways to learn your les- 
son is to be ordered to play a part 
in a never-ending performance of 
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas 
Carol.” That’s the premise of 
“The Devil’s Christmas Carol,” a 
musical drama completely written 
by Greenbelt Arts Center (GAC) 
veteran performer Penny Martin, 
which will be performed at GAC 
again this weekend. 

Hell is a very interesting place 
in the play. It is inhabited by 
demons, imps (cutely played by 
Julia Sharapi and Kathryn Turn- 
bull) and the appointed director 
of the ongoing play who really 
does appear to belong in Hell (a 
fiendish Phil Brandis). 

Although some of the tempo- 
rary inhabitants of Hell seem to 
be too good to have been sent 
there, one man’s story is a central 
part of the plot. In the course of 
rebuilding his relationship with 
his daughter (beautifully played 
and sung by Christa Kronser), 
he has been forced to play the 
part of Tiny Tim over and over. 
Played very well by John Madi- 


gan, he is shown vignettes of his 
daughter’s life by a trio of ghost 
dancers, in a manner similar to 
Scrooge being given glimpses of 
Christmases past, present and fu- 
ture in the Dickens classic. The 
scene is particularly well-cho- 
reographed by Sara Herrera and 
danced beautifully by Cloe Bush, 
Francesca Gonzalez and Barbara 
Turnbull. 

Cindy Madigan, Jerry Martin 
and Trix Whitehall round out the 
cast, with frequent GAC perform- 
er Glen Nelson doing his always 
excellent job. 

The talented Martin has also 
written all of the music for the 
play. The instrumental overture 
and March of the Imps are intrigu- 
ing compositions. The 20 musical 
numbers have very clever lyrics 
and melodies. Kudos to musical 
director John Ward for his very 
able assistance with the music. 

“The Devil’s Christmas Carol” 
will play on Friday, December 11 
and Saturday, December 12 at 8 
p.m. and Sunday, December 13, 
at 2 p.m. Reservations may be 
made through the box office at 
301-441-8770 or at the Greenbelt 
Arts Center at 123 Centerway, 
located beneath the Co-op super- 
market. 


St. Hugh Announces School Is Closing 


It is now official that St. Hugh 
School will close at the end of 
this school year. Following 
years of declining enrollment and 
months of discussion, St. Hugh 
Pastor Walter Tappe announced 
the closure both from the pulpit 
and in a letter to church mem- 
bers. Father Tappe sought and 
received permission from the 
Archdiocese of Washington to 
close the school in June 2010. 
As reported recently in local pa- 
pers, St. Hugh is one of several 


area Catholic schools facing de- 
clining enrollment, including St. 
Mark’s and St. Jerome, both in 
Hyattsville. 

Tappe indicated that St. Hugh 
hopes to merge with St. Joseph’s 
School in Beltsville to form a 
regional school at the Beltsville 
location. He indicated that the 
merged school will remain the 
official school for the St. Hugh 
parish and will be supported 
financially and pastorally by the 
parish. 


— Mary Moien 


Serr You Hioladey Groots 


The News Review will publish Holiday Greetings 
in the December 17 issue of this paper. 
The ad desk is open on Mondays 2 to 4 p.m. and 
Tuesdays 2 to 4 and 8 to 10 p.m. 





NOTICE TO GHI MEMBERS 


GREENBEL?T 


PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
GHI BOARD OF 


DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
Thursday, December 17, 2009 


GHI BOARD ROOM, 7:30 PM 


GHI Key Agenda Items: 


e State’s Attorney’s Office: Nuisance Abatement Policy 
Unpermitted Oversize Shed, 1OM Southway 


Unpermitted Shed, 20C Ridge 


Proposed Bay Window, 8B Plateau Place 

Yard Line Certification: 12 Court Plateau Place 
Crescent Road Right-of-Way Cost Proposal 
Materials Rules Changes: Member Feedback 
Proposed Rules Change: Placement of HVAC 
2010 Business Owner’s Insurance Policy Renewal 


Contract for Repairs, 2D Northway 


Frame Homes Siding Recommendations 


Regular Board meetings are open to Members 
For more information, visit our website - www.ghi.coop 
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Grin Belt 


“I want a Zhu-zhu pet hamster that won't 
eat my acorn.” 


On Screen 
Jenny Gets An Education in Life 


In the early 1960s in London, Jenny, a young girl (Carey 
Mulligan), is pushed by her family to be educated at Oxford. 
She meets a much older man (Peter Sarsgaard) who shows 
her the rich, sophisticated life and she begins questioning her 
life and goals. “An Education’ includes a cameo appearance 
by Emma Thompson. 

Rated PG-13 for adult themes; runs 100 min. 

— Carol Griffith 


Greenbelt 
News Review 


AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 


15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887 
301-474-4131 * FAX 301-474-5880 
email: newsreview@greenbelt.com 
website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com 


Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977 
Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 
President Emeritus, 1985- 


Editor: Mary Lou Williamson 301-441-2662 
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News Editor: Elaine Skolnik 301-598-1805 
Assistant to the Editor: Eileen Farnham 301-513-0482 


STAFF 

Jon Aerts, Jackie Bealle, Virginia Beauchamp, Judy Bell, Rebecca Boggs, Judi 
Bordeaux, Jessi Britton, Sharon Carroll, Mary Willis Clarke, Paula Clinedinst, Agnes 
Conaty, Bill Cornett, Cynthia Cummings, Peter Curtis, Patricia Davis, Fredda Dingler, 
Carol Drees, Elizabeth Eny, Joan Falcao, Chris Farago, Eli Flam, Kathleen Gal- 
lagher, Anne Gardner, Jon Gardner, Denise George, Bernina McGee Giese, James 
Giese, Marjorie Gray, Carol Griffith, Pat Hand, Stacy Hardy, Shirl Hayes, Solange 
Hess, Karl Hille, Rebecca Holober, Barbara Hopkins, Larry Hull, Elizabeth Jay, Ginny 
Jones, Sharon Kenworthy, Suzanne Krofchik, Meta Lagerwerff, Sandra Lange, Jane 
Larrick, Tami Le, Susan Lesser, Kathleen McFarland, Emma Mendoza, Mary Moien, 
Marat Moore, Diane Oberg, Linda Paul, Leonie Penney, Altoria Bell Ross, Ann-Marie 
Saucier, Jon Sham, Brian St. George, Angela Stark, Helen Sydavar, Nancy Tolzman, 
Heba Toulan, Joanne Tucker, Jean Turkiewicz, Thomas X. White, Marie Wong, Bay 
Woods, Renata York and Dea Zugby. 


CIRCULATION Core of Greenbelt: lan Tuckman 301-459-5624 
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Eileen Farnham, president; Thomas X. White, vice president; Judy Bell, treasurer; Carol 
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DEADLINES: Letters, Articles and ads—10 p.m. Tuesday. Materials for publication may 
be mailed to address above, deposited in our box in the Co-op grocery store (by 7 p.m. 
Tuesday) or brought to our office in the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, during 
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Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd. 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 8- 10 p.m. 
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At the Library 


Storytimes 

A librarian will read age-ap- 
propriate stories. 

Tuesday, December 15, 1:30 
and 2 p.m., Cuddletime for new- 
borns to 17 months old with 
caregiver, limit 15 babies for 
each group. 

Wednesday, December 16, 
10:30 and 11 a.m., Toddlertime 
for ages 18 to 35 months, with 
caregiver, limit 15 children for 
each group. 

Thursday, December 17, 10:30 
a.m., Drop-in Storytime for ages 
three to five years, limit 20 chil- 
dren. 

Caregivers are asked to pick 
up a free ticket at the Children’s 
Desk. 





GHI Notes 


Friday, December 11, offices 
closed. Emergency maintenance 
available. Call 301-474-6011. 

Wednesday, December 16, 7 
p.m., Buildings Task Force Meet- 
ing — Board Room 

7 p.m., Woodlands Committee 
Meeting — GHI Lobby 

7:30 p.m., Architectural Re- 
view Committee — GHI Lunch 
Room 

7:30 p.m., Nominations & 
Elections Committee Meeting 
— GHI Library 

Thursday, December 17, 7:30 
p.-m., Board Meeting — Board 
Room 

Friday, December 18, GHI 
offices will close at noon for the 
staff holiday party. 

Saturday, December 19, 11 
a.m., Pre-purchase Orientation 
— Board Room. 

Committee and board meetings 
are open; members are encour- 
aged to attend. 


Honey Dewdrops Play 
Cafe Next Wednesday 


The Honey Dewdrops, Laura 
Wortman and Kagey Parrish, a 
duet specializing in deep-rooted 
harmonies and honest melodies, 
will play at the New Deal Café 
on Wednesday, December 16 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 

The Honey Dewdrops released 
their debut record, If the Sun 
Will Shine, this past May and 
just finished two cross-country 
and northeastern support tours. 
They play original and American 
traditional acoustic music focus- 
ing on harmonies and comple- 
menting instrumentation. They 
received a first place in the Prai- 
rie Home Companion 2008 talent 
show, bringing them national 
attention; were finalists from 
this year’s Mountain Stage New 
Song Contest; and took second 
place in Decatur, Ga., in the 31st 
Eddie’s Attic Open-microphone 
Shootout. 


Holy Cross 
Thrift Store 


Every Thursday 10am — 4pm 


Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children! 
Shoes, jewelry, books, etc. 


6905 Greenbelt Road 
Greenbelt, Md. 301-345-5111 





New Deal Cafe 


Upcoming Events 

Thursday, December 10 from 
7 to 9 p.m. there’s an open mi- 
crophone session for music, po- 
etry and prose. 

Weekend 

Friday, December 11 from 
8 to 1l p.m. The Furies play 
all-original modern rock. On 
Saturday, December 12 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., share a laugh 
with TV John’s comic music 
and his Legendary Band. Bruce 
Kritt, the “Wunderboy” of clas- 
sical guitar, plays from 4 to 6 
p.m. From 8 to 11 p.m. Georgie 
Jessup breaks and rebuilds hearts 
with her original rock songs. 
Sunday, December 13 from 5 to 
8 p.m. features the hospitable and 
versatile Jack Couldn’t Make It 
American/country gang. 

Next Week 

Dan Walters will play folk/ 
roots on Tuesday, December 15 
from 7 to 9 p.m. The Honey 
Dewdrops duo brighten with 
American/folk harmonies Wednes- 
day night, December 16 from 7 
to 9 p.m. 

Thursday, December 17 from 
7 to 9 p.m. the Songwriters As- 
sociation of Washington returns 
to host the third-Thursday open 
microphone night. 

Next Weekend 

The Andy Poxon Band plays 
blues from 8 to 11 p.m. on Fri- 
day, December 18. On Saturday, 
December 19 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. TV John returns, then Steve 
Pollack plays guitar without a 
pick from 1 to 2:45 p.m. From 
8 to 1l p.m. Jazz Great Buck 
Hill returns for his monthly en- 
gagement with “the smalltrio” 
jazz band, just 12 days before he 
celebrates New Year’s Eve at the 
Café. On Sunday, December 20 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. it’s the 
Not 2 Cool Jazz Jazz Trio for 
brunch, then Sahffi showcases 
Indie/acoustic/folk rock from 5 
to 8 p.m. 


ACE Science Club 


Meets on Dec. 17 

The ACE Science Club, a 
free Greenbelt children’s group 
for kids age 8 to 14, will meet 
on Thursday, December 17 from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Greenbelt 
Community Center. Come enjoy 
science experiments, explorations, 
magic tricks and more. 

The ACE Science Club is 
sponsored by the City of Green- 
belt and administered by the 
Greenbelt Advisory Committee 
on Education. In 2010 the Sci- 
ence Club will meet on the fourth 
Thursdays of each month: Janu- 
ary 28, February 25, March 25, 
April 22, May 27, June 24 and 
July 22. 
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GIVES Meeting, 
Holiday Celebration 


Greenbelt’s Intergenerational 
Volunteer Exchange Service 
(GIVES) will hold its regular 
quarterly meeting and annual 
holiday celebration on Satur- 
day, December 12 at 10 a.m. 
in Room 114 of the Greenbelt 
Community Center. Current 
members, as well as those who 
might be interested in joining, 
are invited to attend the meeting 
and then celebrate the season 
together. 

Those wishing to do so are 
invited to bring food or drink 
to share. This is an excellent 
opportunity to see what GIVES 
does for the community. Come 
and join. For further informa- 
tion call Jean Cook at 301-345- 
2597. 


Kids Can Breakfast 


With Santa Claus 

The Greenbrier and Glen Oaks 
community will host a Breakfast 
with Santa on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 12 from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Children of all ages are welcome 
to have breakfast with Santa in 
the Terrace Room. There is no 
fee but attendance is limited. 

For reservations call 301-441- 


1096. 


Free Film Viewing 
And Silent Auction 


Attend an internationally ac- 
claimed film screening of “The 
Meaning of Tea,” at the New 
Deal Café on Monday, December 
14 starting at 6:30 p.m. After 
the movie, viewers can participate 
in a Silent auction of elite com- 
petition-grade teas from China, 
Japan, Korea, India, the U. S. 
and Kenya. Auction proceeds 
will help poor children receive 
medical care and treatment from 
major trauma injuries and burns. 
GATE’s Utopia Film Festival & 
Hand Reach Children’s Healing 
Initiative are the event sponsors. 


Greenbriar, Glen Oaks 


Toy Drive Underway 
Greenbriar and Glen Oaks 
residents are asked to lend a 
helping hand by participating in 
a toy drive. This is a perfect 
way to clean out homes and help 
those in need. The toy drive 
will end on December 18. Bring 
unopened or gently used toys to 
the Greenbriar office Monday 
through Friday. 
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GATE’s Utopia Film Festival & 


H andR each Children’s H ealing Initiative 
Bring a free screening of the award winning film 


“The Meaning Of Tea” 


M onday Night, Dec 14, 6:30 - 9:30 PM 
New Deal Cafe 
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(Kitchen is open for your dining pleasure (301) 474 5642) 
Film was #1 in audience attendance at the 2008 Utopia Film Festival. 


Before and after this internationally acclaimed film screening, there will bea 
silent auction of a featured collection of elite competition-grade teas from the 
finest tea-producing nations of China, | apan, K orea, India, the U nited States, 
and K enya. Auction proceeds go to helping poor children suffering from 
major trauma injuries and burns obtain medical care and treatment. 





Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt 
Democratic Club Meeting 
Friday, December 18, 2009 at 7:30PM 
Greenbriar Community Center Terrace Room, 
7600 Hanover Parkway, Greenbelt, MD 


Please join us for our annual holiday party and 


swearing in of our officers by Justin Ross. 


All are welcome! 
For information please call 301.386.0762 


or visit http://roosevelt.pgdems.com. 


Please bring a snack or dessert to share. wh 





Greenbelt Arts Center 


Closing THIS WEEK: 


The Devil's Christmas Carol 


December 11-12: Friday & Saturday at 8:00PM 


Sunday Matinee: December 13 at 3:00pm 
Book and Lyrics and Directed by Penny Eileen Martin 


Tickets are $15 general admission, 
and $12 for seniors and students. 


Call for reservations at 301.441.8770 


Ae) 123 Centerway « Greenbelt, MD 20770 « http:/Awww.greenbeltartscenter.org 
Located underneath the Greenbelt CO-OP 


(a musical 
drama) 


Book, Lyrics 
& Music by 
Penny Eileen Martin 


Coming Soon: The Chromatics — December 19 at 8pm 
Auditions: Greenbelt Voices — January 2 and 3 at 7-9:30om 
Man of La Mancha — January 4 and 5 at 7om 








Pleasant Touch Holds 
Holiday Open House 


Pleasant Touch Wellness Cen- 
ter and Day Spa will hold a holi- 
day open house on Wednesday, 
December 16 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
There will be information and 
special holiday prices available 
on some of the spa’s Eminence 
product line. 

During the open house Sarah 
Garcia will demonstrate healing 
mandala, a preview of mandala 
workshops she will facilitate at 
the spa on January 9 and 23 from 
2 to 4 p.m. 

An additional pleasure of a 
visit is to view Pleasant Touch’s 
art deco furnishings, decorated for 
the holidays. The highlights are 
eight art deco statues by master 
sculptor Demetri Chiparus (1886- 
1947) on loan from Greenbelter 
Marsha Voigt’s collection — re- 
productions using Chiparus’ chry- 
selephantine (ivory and bronze) 
production technique. 


Academy 
Stadium 
Theatres 


Beltway Plaza Mall 
Center Court 
301-220-1155 

ALL SHOWS BEFORE 5 p.m. 
Adults/Seniors: $6.50 
Children: $6.00 


ALL SHOWS BEFORE NOON 
ON SATURDAY $5.00 


ALL SHOWS AFTER 5 p.m. 
Adults: $8.50 
Students/Military: $7.50 
Children: $6.00 
Seniors: $6.50 


R=ID Required 


(!) = No pass, (!!) No pass weekend 


Week of DEC. 11 


FRI. — SAT. 
2012, PG-13 
12:20, 3:30, 6:35, 9:45 
Twilight Saga: New Moon, PG-13 
12:30, 3:50, 7:05, 10:10 
Invictus, PG-13 (!) 
12:25, 3:45, 7, 10:05 
Brothers, R 
11:45, 2:30, 5:15, 7:50, 10:25 
Armored, PG-13 
11:20, 1:30, 3:45, 6:10, 8:20, 
10:35 
Princess and the Frog, G 
11:10, 1:20, 3:35, 6, 8:20, 10:25 
Precious, R 
11:45, 2:30, 5:15, 7:50, 10:25 
Ninja Assassin, R 
11310, 1:20, 3:35,6, 3:20, 10:25 


SUN. 
2012, PG-13 
12:15, 3:25,7 
Twilight Saga: New Moon, PG-13 
12:30, 3:50, 7:05 
Invictus, PG-13 (!) 
12:25, 3:45, 7 
Brothers, R 
11:45, 2:30, 5:15, 7:50 
Armored, PG-13 
11:20, 1:30, 3:45, 6:10, 8:20 
Princess and the Frog, G 
11:10, 1:20, 3:35, 6, 8:20 
Precious, R 
11:45, 2:30, 5:05, 7:50 
Ninja Assassin, R 
11:10, 1:20, 3:35, 6, 8:20 


MON. — THU. 
2012, PG-13 
12:15,3:25.7 
Twilight Saga: New Moon, PG-13 
12:45, 3:45, 7:30 
Invictus, PG-13 (!) 
12:45, 3:45, 7:30 
Brothers, R 
12:10, 2:35, 5:15, 7:40 
Armored, PG-13 
12:20, 2:45, 5:05, 7:30 
Princess and the Frog, G 
12:10, 2:25, 4:50, 7:20 
Precious, R 
12:10, 2:35, 5:15, 7:40 
Ninja Assassin, R 
12:10, 2:25, 4:50, 7:20 
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Live Musical Theater 
For the Holidays 


The Trinity Assembly of God 
Church will present The Richest 
Man in the Valley, a live musi- 
cal theater production for the 
holidays. This free show will be 
offered on Sunday, December 13 
at 10:45 a.m. and December 19 
and 20 at 6 p.m. 

For more information call the 
church at 301-552-9322. Trinity 
Assembly of God is located at 
7800 Good Luck Road in Lan- 
ham. 


Christmas Concert 
By Combined Choir 


The Greenbelt Combined Choir 
under the direction of Jean Cook 
will present its annual Christmas 
Concert on Sunday, December 
13 at 7:30 p.m. at the Greenbelt 
Community Church, located at 
the corner of Crescent and Hill- 
side Roads. 

The audience will be invited 
to join in the singing of tradi- 
tional Christmas carols. The 
choir will sing a diverse collec- 
tion of old and new selections, 
while small groups of performers 
will add their special talents to 
the evening’s entertainment. 

Following the concert there 
will be light refreshments for 
all in the Fellowship Hall of the 
church. All are invited to join in 
this traditional Greenbelt event. 


Mowatt Holds Blue 


Christmas Service 

Mowatt Memorial United 
Methodist Church will hold a 
special “Blue Christmas” worship 
service on Sunday, December 20 
at 7 p.m. 

For many, Christmas is a bit- 
tersweet time of year — a time 
for remembering both people 
and events that have been part of 
life in the past but that are now 
changed or gone. Others are fac- 
ing uncertain futures due to loss 
of jobs, illness or disease. It is 
also the time of year with the 
longest nights. The Blue Christ- 
mas service 1s a quiet meditative 
worship service that makes time 
for remembering, sharing hurts 
with God and preparing hearts for 
the coming of Christ. 

Mowatt Memorial Church is at 
40 Ridge Road in Greenbelt. 


Kids Candlelight 
Holiday Tour 


Small revelers are invited to 
a special children’s candlelight 
holiday tour of Belair Mansion 
on Saturday, December 12 from 4 
to 7 p.m. Youngsters can explore 
holiday traditions, enjoy cider and 
cookies and make a special holi- 
day craft to take home. 

So that youngsters can have an 
opportunity to share holiday giv- 
ing, donations to the Bowie Food 
Bank will be accepted in lieu of 
an admission fee. Non-perishable 
food items will be collected at 
the door. Belair Mansion is lo- 
cated at 12207 Tulip Grove Drive 
in Bowie. For further informa- 
tion call 301-809-3089 or email 
museumevents @cityofbowie.org. 


Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt 
MASS 


Sundays 10 A.M. 
Municipal Building 


Condolences to the family 
and friends of Greenbelt pio- 
neer Ann Walker Bittenbend- 
er, 75, who died of cancer on 
November 21, 2009. 

Congratulations to: 

— Greenbelt’s Congress- 
man Steny Hoyer, who was 
honored by the nonprofit dis- 
tiller’s Century Council for his 
commitment to fighting drunk 
driving and underage drinking. 
In June 2009 Hoyer provided 
leadership and support for the 
council’s Ask, Listen, Learn 
program. The campaign em- 
phasizes that communication 
between parents and children 
is key to stopping underage 
drinking by encouraging par- 
ents to talk with their middle 
school through college age 
children about alcohol early 
and often. The Capitol Hill 
event also included Olympic 
gold medalist Misty May- 
Treanor and NBA All-Star 


GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 


— Former Greenbelt an- 
chor business, engineering 
consulting firm Greenhorne 
& O’Mara, now in Laurel, 
named Prince George’s Coun- 
ty Business of the Year. 

— Jon Gardner, whose arti- 
cle, “Finding the First Galax- 
ies,” is featured on the cover 
of this month’s Sky and Tele- 
scope magazine. The cover is 
at http://www.skyandtelescope. 
com/skytel, although the ar- 
ticle is not online. 

Send us your reports of 
new babies, awards, honors, 
etc. to share with our read- 
ers. We'd especially like to 
hear more from our neighbors 
in Greenbelt East and Green- 
belt West (Springhill Lake/ 
Empirian Village). To send 
information for “Our Neigh- 
bors” email us at newsre- 
view @ greenbelt.com or leave 
a message at 301-474-6892. 

— Kathleen McFarland 


Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church 


3215 Powder Mill Road, Beltsville/Adelphi 
Phone: 301-937-3666 


| . ‘ 
! Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community 


www.pbuuc.org 


EB 


Sunday, December 13, 10 a.m. 


Music, Dance and Lights by Rev. Diane Teichert with Jennifer Grant, worship associate 


On the third Sunday in Advent and the second day of Hanukkah, we’ll be lighting five 


candles, reflecting on these traditions and enjoying seasonal creativity. 


St. George's Episcopal / 


Anglican Church 


7010 Glenn Dale Road 
({Lanhamn-Severn Road & Glenn Dale Road) 
301-262-3285 | rector@stgec.org | www.stgec.o 


Sundays: 6:00 am 
9:00 air 


10500 am 


Simple, quiet Mass 
Christian education for all ages 
Sung Maes with organ and falk 
music, 45 interpreted 

i: pm Signed Mas (last Sunday of each 


Wednesdays: 7:00 pm 


Ame wd eae ieee ee 


if HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
tT 6905 Greenbelt Road + 301-345-5111 


Sunday 8:15 am 
9:15 am 
10:30 am 


Worship Service 
Sunday School/Bible Study 
Worship Service 


Fax 301-220-0694 - E-mail myholycross@verizon.net 


ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 
301-474-4322 


es fe Mass Schedule: 
age e% Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Stems’ Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 
~~ Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m. 
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 3:45-4:45 p.m. 
Pastor: Rev. Walter J. Tappe 


Pastoral Associate: Rev. R. Scott Hurd 


“Mishkan Torah Congregation 
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 
Rabbi Jonathan Cohen Cantor Phil Greenfield 


Friday evening services 8:00 PM except first Friday of the month, 
when children’s service begins at 7:30 PM 


Saturday morning services - 9:30 AM 
Children’s Education, Adult Education, Social Action, etc. 


For further information call 301 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org 
Conservative and Reconstructionist 
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Happy Hanukkah 


Hanukkah, the Jew- 
ish Festival of Lights, 
begins on the evening 
of December 11 with 
the lighting of the first 
candle. 


PHOTO BY MARY MOIEN 


Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church 
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt 
Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors 

www.greenbeltumc.org 301-474-9410 &. 
Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor 
Sunday School 10:00am Worship Service 10:00am 
Prayer Meeting Sun. 9:45 am 
Greenbelt Community Church 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


Hillside & Crescent Roads 
Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings 
www.greenbeltucc.org 
Sunday Worship 
10:15 a.m. 

Daniel Hamlin, Pastor 


"A church of the open mind, the warm heart, 
the aspiring soul, and the social vision..." 


Grieve thou not over the troubles and 
hardships of this nether world nor be 
thou glad in times of ease and comfort, 
for both shall pass away. This present 
life is even as a swelling wave or a 
mirage or drifting shadows. (Abdu’l-Baha) 


Greenbelt Baha’i Community 
1-800-22-UNITE 301-345-2918 
Greenbelt. Bahai. Info@gmail.com www. bahai.us 





SET ig 
ea 101 Greenhill Road 


Greenbelt, MD 20770 — (301) 474-4212 
www.greenbeltbaptist.org 


Sunday 945 am sunday School 
Stinday 11:00 am = ‘Worship Service 
Wednesday 7:00pm Prayer Meeting’Bible Sindy 


ALL are Welcome! 


\Q“Hebing Feaple Connect with Christand Ais Family Throwsh Loving Service? J 


— fnwing iife together 


Bible Study & Worship 


9:30 “Good Morning! Coffee and Snacks 
10:00 a.m. Bible Study 11:00 a.m. Worship 
Pastor Nigel C. Black, MDiv. 


99 Centerway Greenbelt Rec Center 
(Behind the Community Center) 


BE A PART OF OUR WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION! 


301-474-4499 
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Museum Will Display 


Trains and Planes 
During the hol- 
iday season Col- 
lege Park Avia- 
tion Museum gets 
ready for the festivities 
as miniature trains, villages, tunnels 
and depots spark the imagination 
and bring history to life. 

The National Capital Track- 
ers bring a fascinating and con- 
stantly moving display of model 
railroads to the museum. This 
exhibit will be displayed from 
Saturday, December 19 through 
Saturday, December 26. 

It is free with regular museum 
admission. 





Video Orchestra 


Performs at UM 

The University of Maryland 
Video Game Orchestra will offer 
a free concert at 3 p.m. on Satur- 
day, December 12. This public 
event will be presented at the 
University’s Memorial Chapel. 

Founded in 2005 by six stu- 
dents, the orchestra has 95 mem- 
bers including a 25-person chorus 
which sings on its own in ad- 
dition to accompanying the or- 
chestra instrumentalists. It is the 
first organization solely devoted 
to video game music at the col- 
legiate level. 

More information is at http:// 
umd.gamersymphony.org/. 


GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
December 14, 2009 - 8:00 p.m. 
Municipal Building 


COMMUNICATIONS 
Presentations 
e Recycle Right Awards 


e Annual Report — School Resource Officers 
Petitions and Requests (Petitions received at the meeting will not 
be acted upon by the City Council at this meeting unless Council 


waives its Standing Rules.) 


Minutes of Council Meetings 


e -Executive Session, November 16, 2009 
e  *- Interviews, November 23, 2009 
e *- Regular Meeting, November 23, 2009 


Administrative Reports 
Committee Reports 


e Senior Citizens Advisory Committee, Report #09-1 (Annual 


Open Forum Report) 


e Advisory Committee on Education, Report #2-09 (Grants to 


Educators Program) 


LEGISLATION 


A Resolution to Negotiate the Purchase of a Security Gate and 
Fencing for the Police Facility from Long Fence Company of 


Capitol Heights, Maryland 
OTHER BUSINESS 


Numbered Trail Markers at Buddy Attick Park 
Advisory Committee on Education, Report #2-09 (Grants to 


Educators Program) 
Appointment 


of Councilmembers to 


the Metropolitan 


Washington Council of Governments (COG) Policy Boards 


and Committees 


e * Reappointment to Advisory Group 
e * Resignations from Advisory Group 


MEETINGS 


NOTE: This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change. Regular 
Council meetings are open to the public, and all interested citizens 
are invited to attend. If special accommodations are required for any 
disabled person, please call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the 
meeting day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 
or e-mail cmurray @ greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk. 


INVITATION TO BID 
The City of Greenbelt, Maryland, invites sealed bids for furnishing 


the following: 


Tennis Court relighting and resurfacing work on four (4) of the 
Braden Field Tennis Courts (#1 thru #4). In addition to this work 
an alternate bid to include lighting on four (4) additional tennis 
courts at Braden Field (#5 thru #8) is requested. 


This work is to be done at the Braden Field Tennis Courts behind 
the Greenbelt Youth Center, 99 Centerway, Greenbelt, Maryland 
20770. Interested bidders may pick up a bid specifications pack- 


age for Bid 2009-4 at: 


City of Greenbelt Finance Office 
25 Crescent Road 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 


Please call Joe McNeal, Assistant Director of Recreation Opera- 
tions at (301) 397-2200 regarding bid submission questions. Bids 
must be RECEIVED no later than 11:00 a.m. on 1/21/2010. Bids 
will be opened publicly at 11:10 a.m. on 1/21/2010. 
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“Green” Cooking 
Cooking instructions often 
seem like unbreakable codes. 
If it says 10 minutes, it means 
10 minutes, right? Not neces- 
sarily: Once one heats up an 
oven or pot, it retains heat 
well. So consider turning 
the oven or stove off several 
minutes before the timer rings. 
The food will keep cooking 
and energy use will be re- 
duced. It’s even possible to 
bring water to a boil, put pasta 
in, cover it, turn off the stove 
and go for a walk. On return 
the pasta will be ready. 
— Sierra Club 


NAMI Celebrates 


Its Volunteers 

On Saturday, December 19 
from 2 to 5 p.m. the local chapter 
of the National Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill (NAMI) will pres- 
ent its Christmas program, “The 
NAMI Annual Volunteer Awards 
Luncheon” at the New Carrollton 
Municipal Center, 6016 Princess 
Garden Parkway in New Car- 
rollton. Everyone is invited to 
this annual event to honor NAMI 
members and friends for their 
outstanding contributions during 
2009. 

RSVP with number of guests 
by December 14 to 301-429- 
0970. 


MEETINGS FOR DECEMBER 12-18 


Saturday, December 12th at 2:00pm, YOUTH ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE-INTEREST MEETING, at Youth Center, 


99 Centerway . 


Monday, December 14, 2009, 8:00pm, REGULAR CITY 
COUNCIL MEETING, Municipal Building. Live on 


Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and Streaming at www.greenbeltmd.gov 


Wednesday, December 16, 2009, 8:30pm, CITY 
COUNCIL WORK SESSION, re: Civic Associations, 
Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. 


This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that a 
meeting is being held call 301-474-8000 or contact the City 
Clerk at cmurray @greenbeltmd.gov. 


ANIM 


ae eee 
“A a i 


Ler] } , tC 


» able and super 


L SHELTER PETS OF THE MONTH 


Me, friendly. 3 year old | a gt 


=; ing for a best friend. ™& 
Ike: Sweet 
black white 
male cat. 
Ike is still waiting for someplace to call 
home. Free to a good home. 


Kittens, Kittens, 


Erbe dees 
= lovable and playful. 


Males and females. 


Congratulations to Violet, Sadie, Mama & es 
BaeBae, Smokey and Tia on their recent adop- | Fas 
tions. We are sure they will be happy intheir 


new homes! 


NEW! Make a donation to the Greenbelt Animal 
Shelter in someone’s name and we will send 
that person holiday greetings and notification 
of your donation. Visit all of our available 

pets now on FaceBook. Become a fan of the 


Greenbelt Animal Shelter. 





Visit pets at the Greenbelt Animal Shelter on 
Wednesdays, from 4-7pm and on Saturdays from 9am-12pm. 
For more information on any of these pets, call 301.474.6124. 
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Show and Santa 


In Laurel Sunday 

On Sunday, De- 
cember 13 trom 
7 to 8 p.m. the 
South Laurel Rec- 
reation Council 
presents “The 
Snow Show” by 
the Bob Brown 
Puppets. This free show 
will be followed by a visit from 
Santa and his friends. 

The program will be held at 
the Deerfield Run Community 
Center, 13000 Laurel-Bowie Road 
Route 197 in South Laurel. 

For more information call 
301-776-2805 or 301-953-7882. 





DONATION 
DROP-OFF 
American Rescue Workers 
Saturday, December 12th 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. 
Parking lot between City 
Office and the Community 
Center 
Info: City of Greenbelt 
Recycling Office at 
301-474-8308. 


VACANCIES ON 
BOARDS & 
COMMITTEES 
Volunteer to serve on City 
Council Advisory Groups. 


Vacancies exist on: 
Advisory Planning Board 
Arts Advisory Board 
Forest Preserve Adv. Board 
Park & Recreation Adv. Bd 
Public Safety Adv. Board 
Youth Advisory Committee 


For more info call 
301-474-8000. 


73th 
ANNIVERSARY 


COMMITTEE 
The celebration of the City’s 
75th Anniversary will occur 

in 2012. Applications 
are being accepted from 
residents interested in 
serving on this volunteer 
planning committee. 
Applications are available 
on the City website, www. 
ereenbeltmd.gov, or at the 
City Office Building, 25 
Crescent Road. Council 
will begin interviewing 
applicants soon. 


Become a fan of the City 


of Greenbelt on 
Facebook! 


CITY OF GREENBELT FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 


Saturday, December 12 from 10am-12 noon, SANTA VISITS GREENBELT, at the Youth 
Center, 99 Centerway. Free picture of your child's visit. 


Saturday, December 12 from 1:30-3:30pm, ELVES WORKSHOP, at the Youth Center, 99 
Centerway. Children ages 6-12, make cookies and crafts with Miss Gaye. $5 pre-registra- 
tion required. Info: 301-397-2200. 


Sunday, December 13 at 3pm at the Greenbelt Community Center, HOLIDAY LIGHTS CON- 
CERT. Enjoy this free holiday tradition featuring the Greenbelt Concert Band. 


Tuesday, December 15 through Thursday, December 17th, NORTH POLE CALLING, Santa 
and his eleves have set aside some time to call Greenbelt's children. Fill out the application 
form and deliver it to the special mailbox at the Youth Center. Visit the website below for 


more details. 


For a full schedule of Festival of Lights activities, 
visit www.greenbeltmd.gov 
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TOWN HALL continued from page 1 


County, he wanted to focus on 
progress rather than rankings. 
“If we focus on where we rank,” 
Brown admitted, “we’re at the 
bottom.” 

Brown assured the audience 
that kindergarten through 12th 
grade were immune from impend- 
ing budget cuts. “K through 12 
is off the table,” he proclaimed. 
As for other programs, Brown 
said, “It will be a balanced bud- 
get. It will be painful.” 

Higher education was a dif- 
ferent story. Brown pointed out 
that Governor O’Malley and he 
had succeeded in holding tu- 
ition flat for four years at public 
colleges and universities. He 
explained, however, “There’s a 
lot of pressure on at least letting 
it raise with some index,” refer- 
ring to the inflation index as a 
possibility. 

Transportation Issues 

Several people brought trans- 
portation concerns to the heu- 
tenant governor. Mayor Ju- 
dith Davis asked for support of 
transit-oriented development in 
Greenbelt. “What’s holding it up 
is that we can’t get state funding 
for the interchange off the Belt- 
way, she told Brown. 

“We got the funding issue,” 
Brown answered. “I mean there’s 
no money.” Reflecting back on 
2007, Brown said developers in 
the private sector were consider- 
ing forward-funding the Green- 
belt transit project but admitted, 
“Today we couldn’t find anyone 
to do that.” 

The lieutenant governor none- 
theless voiced his advocacy of 
Metro. Arriving 44 minutes 


late for the community meeting 
because of traffic delays, Brown 
said, “This is why Governor 
O’ Malley and I are fully embrac- 
ing and supporting the Purple 
Line.” 

Sitting perched on his barstool 
throughout the evening without 
raising his voice, Brown fielded 
tough questions. He made it 
clear he had not come to “sugar 
coat.” 

Alex Hirtle, legislative aide 
to Thomas Dernoga, chairman 
of the Prince George’s County 
Council, did not mince words 
either. Meeting Brown head- 
on with complaints about the 
environment’s negative effect 
on Maryland’s economy, Hirtle 
said, “No one wants to open up a 
business that’s next to a river, the 
Anacostia River, which is one of 
the most polluted in the nation.” 

Hirtle also said the state had 
reneged on its promises of en- 
vironmental mitigation related to 
the Intercounty Connector, includ- 
ing mitigation for Indian Creek, 
which runs through Greenbelt. 
He reminded Brown that Dernoga 
had written the governor on this 
issue. Offering no immediate 
answer, Brown promised a reply 
would be forthcoming. 

Davis did not let the meet- 
ing close without a final request 
for her hometown: “I just want 
to put in a plug that Greenbelt 
would love to be state capital 
for a day,” she told Brown. The 
lieutenant governor said he would 
put Greenbelt down for 2010, 
then turned to his assistant: “We 
just made a commitment. They 
gotta be on.” 


GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 


Menu for Senior 
Nutrition Program 


The Senior Nutrition “Food 
and Friendship” program pro- 
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon. Meals 
need to be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food is 
ordered. Call 301-397-2208, ext. 
4215. 

All meals include bread and 
margarine, coffee or tea and skim 
milk. Menus for December 14 
through 18 include: 

Monday — Split pea soup, 
stuffed peppers with sauce, mixed 
greens, whole boiled potatoes, 
lemon parfait. 

Tuesday — Orange juice, egg- 
plant parmesan, seasoned spaghetti, 
Caesar salad with dressing, almond 
cookies. 

Wednesday — Creamy broccoli 
soup, baked pork chops, mashed 
potatoes, sweet peas, apple crisp. 

Thursday — Cup of eggnog, 
London broil with mushroom gra- 
vy, twice baked potato, vegetable 
medley, Watergate salad, apple pie 
and vanilla ice cream (premium 
meal). 

Friday — Cranapple juice, turkey 
ham with pineapple sauce, maca- 
roni and cheese, California blend 
vegetables, canned peaches. 


Girl Scouts Collect 


Hats and Mittens 

Greenbelt Girl Scout Troop 
4816 is accepting donations of new 
hats and mittens to benefit needy 
children in the metropolitan area. 
Leave items in the designated drop 
box at the Aquatic and Fitness 
Center. 
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Patronage Refund Goes 
To Co-op Capital Fund 


by Dorrie Bates 


In a change from previous 
years’ dispersals, this year the 
full amount of the Co-op Pa- 
tronage Refund will go into the 
member’s capital account rather 
than be distributed in the form 
of vouchers. As announced at its 
annual meeting in November, the 
Greenbelt Consumer Cooperative 
will give members a patronage 
refund this year based on the 
previous year’s earning: over 
$71,000 in an amount proportion- 
ate to each member’s purchases 
at the store over the past fiscal 
year. A report of the 2009 pa- 
tronage refund and balance in the 
member’s capital account will be 
mailed to members by the end of 
the year. 

According to Treasurer Joe 


Golden Age Club 


The Golden Age Club will 
be strong and active for another 
year. We have a full slate of of- 
ficers ready and willing to go to 
work in 2010. Many thanks go 
to the nominating committee of 
Lori Moran, Dorothy Baluch and 
John Henry Jones. The officers 
will be sworn in at the first meet- 
ing in January. 

We had a very busy and pro- 
ductive meeting on December 2 
with discussion about donations 
and plans for trips for the next 
year. 

Our condolences to the fam- 


Timer, keeping this money in 
the member’s capital account 
will help the Co-op manage the 
current renovation of the store 
as well as assist with inventory 
control. The Co-op allows partial 
withdrawals from the accounts 
and pays interest on amounts 
over $200. 

The Co-op Board also made 
changes in the maximum that 
can be retained in member capital 
accounts, 1.e., the account estab- 
lished when each member joins 
the Co-op. Previously there was 
a $1,000 limit on the account 
— that limit has now been raised 
to $2,000. This money remains 
the property of the member and 
is returned when the member 
withdraws from the cooperative. 


ily of Wally Taymen. The Club 
was saddened to lose another 
member. 

The Birthday Luncheon on 
December 16 will have a Christ- 
mas theme under the direction of 
Hospitality Chair Solange Hess 
and helpers. No elves, just mem- 
bers and friends. Come, bring a 
dish! 

There will be no meeting on 
December 23. There will be a 
sing-along in January so keep 
tuned for new activities and pro- 
grams. 


— Bunny Fitzgerald 


DENTAL CARE FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS SINCE 1924 


NEW AND 


NEW PATIENT 
DISCOUNT 


$45 


Initial Exam, 
Cleaning & X-rays 


EXISTING PATIENT 
DISCOUNT 


$200 


Take Home 
Whitening Special 


For 3 Generations 
Our Passion 
Has Been Focused 
On One Family... 


The McCarl Dental Group is a third generation, full service, 
family and cosmetic dental practice featuring the very latest 
techniques and technologies with a legacy of compassionate 
care for your smile and your dental health. 


Mc 6 ARI, McCarlDental.com 


Dental Group P.C. 


Greenbelt - 301.474.4144 
Millersville - 410.987.8800 
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Farm Fresh Produce 

































GREENBELT CONSUMER California ¢ | EZ Peel $199 
Crisp Sweet 49 
= Clementines 
Celery stalk ei Ger 
SUPERMARKET ia : : _ 
alifornia resh Crisp 
PHARMACY Jumbo Size Cut & Peeled Co 


“Your Local Full Service 





each 


Naval Oranges 














Baby Carrots 





Community-Owned Gourmet oe Florida _ 
Supermarket & Pharmacy” Russet ane Size 
121 CENTERWAY, ROOSEVELT CENTER oe, each 


Shurfine 
Boneless Whole 


Smoked 
Ham 


Shurfine Frozen 
Grade A 


Basted 
Turkeys 


Minute Maid 
Orange $270 
Juice 


Assorted 64 oz. 


Kraft BUY ONE 
Cracker Barrel CEL ONE 


Cheese Ch ARS 


Assorted 7-10 oz. 


Health & Beauty 


Tylenol 

Cold/Allerg? a 
Medicine 

4-8 02./24 pk. 


Western 
Family ° 212 2 


Body Lotion 


10 oz. 


General Mills BUY ONE 
ET ONE 


Original 
Cheerios FREE 


18 oz. 


Skippy 
Peanut 


Butter 
Assorted 15-16 oz. 


Professional Pharmacy 


¢ We Honor Most Prescription Plans 

¢ Medicare Billing 

¢ Courteous, Knowledgeable Staff 

e Free Home Delivery of Prescriptions 
Monday—Wednesday-—Friday 


8% 


$438 


Fresh Value Pack 


69 
Ib. | Chicken 


Legs/Drumsticks 


or Thighs 


Gusto 
Spiral Sliced 


Half 
Hams 


Crowley 
Sour 


Cream 
16 oz. 


BUY ONE 
GET ONE 


FREE 


Kraft Phila. 
Cream 

Cheese 
8 oz. brick 


Seafood 
Canadian 


Frozen $ 399 


Snow Crab 
Leg Clusters 
Seabest Frozen 

Tilapia > 542 
Fillets 


BUY ONE 
GET ONE 


REE 


Progresso 
Traditional 


Soups 


Assorted 18-19 oz. 
Stove Top $ 1 
Stuffing 

Mixes 


Assorted 5-6 oz. 


25 


Dundee 


Lager 
12 pk. bottles 


Black Opal 


Honey brow 1 Oe? 


Fresh Quality Meats 


Fresh Lean 
Boneless 


Chuck 
Roast 


> 132 


Smoked 


Sausage or 


Kielbasa 


Deli Gourmet > 399 
Imported ID. 
Cooked Ham 

Pe, Gourmet 


ppered +66? 


Turkey Breast 
Land-O-Lakes $ 99 
American ID. 


Cheese 


Grocery Bargains 


Wisk 2X Liquid ee Ae 
Laundry 
Detergent 50-60 oz. 


369 


Lipton 
Tea 


Bags 
100 pk. 


Beer & Wine 


J. Lohr 
Estate 


Cabernet 750 ML 


Smithwick’s 


Hillshire Farms 


e Free Blood Pressure Tester 


Wines 


$769 


Irish Ale 


Beef 


Fresh Natural Pork $ 


Baby 


Back kibs 
Sold Whole Only 


BUY ONE 


Hatfield 
Meat 
Franks 


BUY ONE 
GET Pp 


I Ib. 


I Ib. 


Turkey Hill 
Ice 
Cream 
1.5 at. 
On-cor 
Family Size 
Traditional 


Entrees 
Select Varieties 27-28 oz. 


Natural & Gourmet 
Fruit 

Juices 

Assorted 25.4 oz. 
Granola QV 
Cereal 


Assorted 14-16 oz. 
60‘ 

Canned 

Vegetables 

Select Varietes 11-15 oz. 

Hershey $ goo 

Baking 

Chips 


Assorted 8-12 Oz. 
Coors 


Beer $29 


LZ DK, =" 12 °OZ. Cans 


Rave wOOCe 
Vintner's $72 


Kristian Regale 
Sparkling 


Heartland 


Green Giant 


~ | Assorted 


Birds Eye $ Joo 
Vegetables 
Assorted 8-16 oz. 


Hot Pockets $ 
Original/Lea ooo 
Croissant or Sub 
Pockets Asst. 6-9 oz. 


Bakery 
Fresh In-store 


Baked ’ 1 1 


Kaiser Rolls 
White/Wheat 6 pk. 
Fresh In-store 

Baked Original 319 
Apple Pie 


8 inch 


Maxwell House 


Ground 930 
Coffee 


Select Varieties 10-11 oz. 
Domino 


75 
Baking ? 12 


SUGAaTS 2 Ib. bag 
10X/Light & Dark Brown 


Don't miss all of CO-OP’s other 
great specials featured in our 
6-page full color ad flier 
here in your News Review 
Andnowyoucanfindourentire 
weekly ad online at 


www.greenbelt.coop 


¢ Durable Medical Equipment Sales & Rental Check it oul! 
o 720 ML 6 pk. — bottles Blend Wines 750 ML kit 


SUPERMARKET 
PHARMAGY, 


Prices Effective: DECEMBER 


Ss |M/|T W T F 
ofa fefo belo 
TPT 


No sales to dealers please. 





We reserve the right to limit quantities. Co-op is not responsible for typographical errors. Some products are shown for illustration purposes only and do not represent items offered on sale. 
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GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 


Police Blotter 





Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
htto://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police/index.htm, link in left frame 
to “Weekly Report” or htto:/www.greenbeltmd.gov/police/weekly_report.pdt. 
Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about incidents. 


Robberies 

November 27, 8:58 p.m., 9200 
block Edmonston Road. A person 
was approached by another person 
who demanded money. ‘The rob- 
ber is described as a black male, 
16 to 19 years old, 5’8” to 5°11” 
tall, 150 to 160 pounds, wearing a 
gray and black hooded sweatshirt 
and black jeans. 

November 29, 11:07 p.m., 9100 
block Springhill Lane. Men with 
a handgun approached and as- 
saulted some people, demanding 
money. Suspects are described 
as black males, 18 to 20 years 
old, 5’7” to 6’0” tall, 150 to 170 
pounds, wearing dark clothing. 

DUI/DWI 

November 27, 1:41 a.m., 7800 
block Greenbelt Road. Follow- 
ing a traffic stop a 35-year-old 
resident male was arrested and 
charged with multiple alcohol 
violations and negligent driving. 
He was released on citations pend- 
ing trial. 

November 28, 3:52 a.m., Cres- 
cent Road at Lastner Lane. A 
24-year-old nonresident male was 
arrested and charged with multiple 
alcohol offenses after a traffic 
stop. He was released on citations 
pending trial. 

Drug Arrest 

November 26, 1:03 a.m., 5800 
block Cherrywood Terrace. A 
nonresident juvenile was released 
to a parent pending action by the 
Department of Juvenile Services 
after being arrested for possession 
of marijuana. 


Burglaries 

November 25, 5:14 p.m., 9100 
block Edmonston Road. Wallet, 
cell phone and camcorder were 
taken. 

November 28, 10:20 p.m., 7700 
block Jacobs Drive. Nothing was 
taken. 

December 1, 12:06 p.m., 6900 
block Hanover Parkway. DVD 
player and two laptops were 
taken. 

December 2, 10:03 a.m., 6200 
block Breezewood Court. Cam- 
era, laptop and TV were taken. 

December 2, 10:56 a.m., 6200 
block Breezewood Drive. Nothing 
was taken. 

December 3, 1:40 p.m., 7500 
block Greenway Center Drive. 
Attempted burglary. 

Vandalism 

November 27, 1:00 p.m., Gre- 
enway Shopping Center. Graffiti 
found on window. 

November 28, 6:28 p.m., 9300 
block Edmonston Road.  Fiber- 
optic cable cut. 

December 2, 9:45 a.m., 9000 
block Breezewood Terrace. Rock 
thrown through window. 

Vehicle Crimes 

Three incidents of stolen tags 
(MD) were reported from 6200 
block Springhill Court, 9300 block 
Edmonston Road and 7700 block 
Hanover Parkway. 

A car window was damaged in 
the 8000 block Mandan Road. 

Two MD tags reported sto- 
len through the Prince George’s 
County Police were recovered in 


Sobriety Checkpoint 
Planned for Dec. 18 


Between 9 p.m. on Friday, De- 
cember 18 and 3 a.m. on Satur- 
day, December 19, the Greenbelt 
Police Department will conduct 
a sobriety checkpoint as part of 
the Checkpoint Strikeforce Cam- 
paign. Checkpoint Strikeforce is 
an intensive enforcement effort 
sponsored by the National High- 
way Administration (NHA) tar- 
geting alcohol and drug-impaired 
drivers. 

The campaign will take place 
throughout NHA Region III, 
which includes Maryland, Virgin- 
ia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia and the District of Co- 
lumbia. Law enforcement agen- 
cies in these jurisdictions have 
committed to conducting sobriety 
checkpoints to deter motorists 
from driving under the influence 
of drugs and alcohol as well as to 
identify and arrest those who ig- 
nore the dangers of getting behind 
the wheel while impaired. 

For further information call 
MPO Scott Kaiser at 240-542- 
2114 or email Skaiser@ green- 
beltmd.gov. 


the 9100 block Edmonston Ter- 
race. No arrests were made. 

Two MD tags stolen from the 
6100 block Breezewood Court 
were recovered by the Bladens- 
burg Police Department. No ar- 
rests were made. 


The Department is offering a reward of up to $500 for information leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of 
the unsolved crimes reported in the blotter. People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the Drug Tip 


Line at 301-507-6522. 
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Ansted Talks of AIDS Work, 
Education in South Africa 


by Kyle M. Jones 


After two years supporting 
the people of Makotse Village in 
Limpopo, South Africa, Ronda 
Ansted returned to share her 
experiences with Greenbelters 
Saturday at the Greenbelt Com- 
munity Church. 

Ansted, a member of the 
Peace Corps, was assigned to 
the Makotse Women’s Club, a 
home-based care organization 
that assists patients with illnesses 
such as HIV, AIDS and Tuber- 
culosis (TB). 

While the group helped pa- 
tients with things like taking 
medications, Ansted provided the 
people of Makotse Village one 
of the best tools to live an over- 
all healthy lifestyle: education. 

“Education is the cornerstone 
of health,” Ansted said. She 
went on to explain that people 
with higher education tend to 
have better access to health- 
care services and will often live 
healthier lives, as reported in the 
2000 Joint Economic Committee 
Study released by Congress. 

In 2007, WHO reported that 
seven of every 1,000 people died 
in South Africa from HIV/AIDS 
and two of those had TB. In the 
United States, less than one per 
1,000 people died of HIV/AIDS 
and there are no reports of death 
from TB. 

Given the sharp statistics, 
Ansted worked on securing in- 
ternational and domestic funds to 
support the work of the Makotse 
Women’s Club, which was the 
best paid home-based care ser- 
vice in the region. 

Patients learned about manag- 
ing their illness with medication 
and taking preventative measures 
with certain diseases, such as us- 
ing condoms. The women in the 
club learned how to farm fields 


and grow hydroponic plants to 
generate income for personal 
use and to support their organi- 
zation. 

“When I left, one of the wom- 
en gave a speech on how work- 
ing in the covered hydroponics 
fields made her life easier,” 
Ansted said. In post-Apartheid 
South Africa, the woman was 
touched that “a white woman 
would come and make her life 
easier, that someone would think 
her life was worth saving.” 

Ansted lived in a small one- 
story house that was considered 
one of the better units in the 
village. The house had metal 
bars on the windows and door 
and she used a watering can for 
a shower because there was no 
indoor plumbing. 

“For me, it was absolutely 
worth it,” Ansted said. “That 
type of experience changes 
you.” 

Ansted is back in the U.S. 
volunteering now with RE- 
SULTS, one of 30 organiza- 
tions that are part of the Global 
Campaign for Education. The 
campaign seeks to encourage 
President Obama to lead the 
world in improving education in 
the world’s poorest countries by 
including funding for a global 
education fund in his budget 
request to Congress. 

By providing education, Anst- 
ed believes there can be an im- 
provement in overall lifestyle but 
also in knowledge and under- 
standing of illnesses and, poten- 
tially, better access to care. 

To learn more about the 
Global Campaign for Education 
and to find out more about the 
December 10 National Day of 
Action visit: www.campaignfore- 
ducationusa.org. 


Schrom Festival, a Fun Time for Community Involvement 


Although this year’s annual 
Fall Fest at Schrom Hills Park 
fell on October 31, most knew 
that it wasn’t a Halloween event. 
There was no trick-or-treating, no 
haunted mansions and very few 
came in costumes. Instead the 
festival, which was held from 1 
to 5 p.m. had fall foliage, food, 
music, three bounce houses, a 
hay ride, a soccer shoot-out and 
an assortment of activities for 
kids. A city-wide event, the fes- 
tival “draws community together,” 
said Greg Varda, the recreation 
supervisor who has been manag- 
ing the fall festival the last five 
years. This year’s festival had 
been postponed for two weeks 
because of rain. 

For the kids, there was a game 
area with bingo and prizes, face 





painting and fake tattoos overseen 
by many recreation department 
staff. Miss Greenbelt Amber 
Youhouse and Little Miss Green- 
belt Amanda Saucier volunteered 
at a pumpkin decoration table. 
Other than the pumpkin patch 
and the food, everything else was 
Tee: 

Greenbelt Police Department 
members gave free kid IDs. The 
Greenbelt Fire Department had 
a fire truck for kids to climb 
on and learn about fire safety. 
Public Works managed the hay 
wagon, which had queues of up 
to 40 people. Animal Control did 
adoptions. 

Vonetta King came to the fes- 
tival for the first time this year 
and after visiting Animal Control 
was thinking of adopting a little 


‘Just Us” band member Chris Purvis plays the guitar while Tony 
Thurston sings. 


by Tami Le 
cat. She brought her daughter 
Victoria, 3, to the fall festival as 


an alternative to celebrating Hal- 
loween. She said she liked it be- 
cause of the safety and security of 
the event. King heard about the 
event through her friend Nneka 
Jefferson, who has been coming 
with her son Noa since 2006. Jef- 
ferson came because she said she 
can “find out some of the things 
happening in Greenbelt. I like the 
opportunity to get the kid ID and 
for good food.” 

Led by manager Ray Reed, 
six members of the Greenbelt 
senior softball team in uniform 
sought recruits for next season for 
men over 60 or women over 50. 
Reed said of men and women 
who have recently retired, “we 
want them to get out” and play 
ball and meet other teams. 

Chris Purvis and Tony Thur- 
ston from the down-home band 
“Just Us” played at their fourth 
festival. Their music ranges from 
country to classic rock to top 40s 
to blues. “We like the local fla- 
vor they have,” said Varda. The 
group’s third member, Paula Clin- 
edinst, missed the Fest this year. 
The band’s name is a play on the 
word “justice” — Clinedinst works 
for the Department of Justice and 
Purvis and Thurston are both po- 
lice officers. 

Junior Girl Scout Cadettes 





Lysonia Percival with her three kids and pirate costumed niece en- 
joying the festival for the first time. 


from Troop 4816 sold popcorn 
and drinks. “We use the money 
to spend on trips for ourselves 
and sometimes give to the animal 
shelter,” said Kristen Beauchamp. 
Other activities the 7th and 8th 
grade girls have been involved 
with include cleaning the nearby 
pond, raking leaves for the el- 
derly and serving food to the 
homeless. 

This event was a “good op- 
portunity for parents to eat and 
kids to run around” in a safe 
place, said Varda. Even though 
the weather was not ideal this 


year, there was still a good turn- 
out. He estimated there were 
500 to 600 people in attendance 
including politicians mingling and 
shaking hands. 

Babe Ruth coaches sold hot 
dogs, hamburgers and nachos to 
raise funds for team equipment. 
Betty Sonneveldt, who helped 
her husband Bob, said, “It’s a 
community service because they 
charge so little for the food. We 
make some money but want to be 
part of the event and part of the 
community.” 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Rg 
AUTOMOTIVE 


2002 HONDA ACCORD SE - Excel- 
lent condition, 83K, gently driven, 


38-200. 301-552-1856 


LOST and FOUND 


GONZO’S lost dog tags — Would the 
person who found Gonzo’s tags while 
raking leaves please call again? We lost 
the information. Beth (John’s mother), 
301-345-1697. Tags will be quickly 


retrieved. 
S—_———— Sz 


MERCHANDISE 


FOR SALE — L.A.M.B clutch wallet 
purse. New with tags. Please contact 
Laurie, 301-704-3819. 


FOR SALE — 55” TV Phillips projec- 
tion. HD ready. Looks and works 
good. Large cabinet. $200 firm. 301- 
474-4713 


REAL ESTATE — RENTAL 


GREENBELT RENT -— 2 large bed- 
rooms, | BA, CAC, living room, $700s/ 
month + condo fee. 301-552-3354 


GREENBELT RENT —- 6 BR, DA, 
living room, recreation room, CAC, 
2.5 bathrooms, fireplace, big yard, 
$1,900s/month. 301-552-3354 


FOR RENT — Greenbelt Lake Village 
Condominiums. 2 bedroom condo, 
all amenities, pool, parking, garage. 
$1,600/month includes electricity, wa- 
ter, heat and a/c. 240-678-6920 


REAL ESTATE — SALE 


OPEN HOUSE Saturday, December 
12, 1-4 p.m., 2L Gardenway. Beau- 
tifully renovated, all brick end-unit, 3 
bedrooms, | full bath. Stone’s throw 
to town center. Hyun Kim, Jobin As- 
sociates, 703-300-5255, hkim.realtor@ 
gmail.com 


SERVICES 


HOUSECLEANING -— Let me clean 
your house. Deep-clean to organizing 
and cooking, laundry, ironing. Great 
prices. Excellent references. Call 
Maria, 301-474-9578. 


LEAVES — Small units, $50 front and 
back, leaves taken away. Pat, 301- 
213-3273. 


Continental Movers 
Free boxes 
Local — Long Distance 
$80 x two men 


$90 x three men 
301-340-0602 
202-438-1489 


www.continentalmovers.net 









Ww" 8 we AS, 


| DW Meacsea aed 
Hout oh 


Wellness Center and E Day Spa 


wish you and yours = 


. Happy Holidays 2009! ‘i 


PATTI’S PETSITTING — Let your 
furry, feathered, finned or scaled friend 
stay at home when you go away! Pet- 
sitting by a Professional Animal Care 
Specialist. All types of animals! Avail- 
able for mid-day walks. Insured! Very 
reasonable rates! Group discounts! 
References available. Call Patti Broth- 
ers at 301-910-0050. 


HARRIS LOCK & KEY SERVICE 
— Mobile emergency service. Green- 
belt, 240-593-0828. 


JACKIE’S CLEANING — No job too 
big or small. Estimates, 301-731- 
O115. 


TRANSFER FILM, slides, photos to 
VHS or DVD. Tape repair, consumer 
editing. HLM Productions, Inc. 301- 
474-6748. 


COMPUTERS -— Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, network, wireless 
computer design and upgrades, anti- 
virus, anti-spam, firewall. IBM, Dell, 
HP, Gateway. JBS, 240-606-6020, 
301-474-3946. 


EXPERT REPAIR and installation of 
roofs, all types of siding, additions, 
windows, doors, decks, bathroom 
remodeling, sump pumps, dry wall 
and paint, laminate floors. 35 years 
experience. Many local references. No 
money down. Licensed and insured. 
Call Rambo Construction, 301-220- 
4222. 


LAW OFFICE of Mary M. Bell: Real 
estate settlements, wills, licensed to 
practice law in Maryland since 1986. 
240-543-9503 


EXPERT PET GROOMING by Master 
Groomer, 26 yrs. in business. Free 
pickup and delivery for your conve- 
nience. 301-731-4040 


HOUSECLEANING -— Reasonable 
rates and able to meet all your needs. 
Cat friendly, 301-345-7816 


HANDYMAN SERVICES -— Carpen- 
try, drywall, painting, electrical and 
plumbing. Odd jobs of every kind. 
Free estimates, all work guaranteed, 
20 years experience. Dave, 240-425- 
12290; 


PARKWAY GARDEN 
APARTMENTS 
in Historic Greenbelt 
One Bedroom Apt. Home 
Starting at $740+ electric 
Vista Management Co. 


301-345-3535 





~ During December for each service, product or gift certificate 4 


Princess Package, new this year, 
(suitable for 9 — 14 year old) includes 


learning facial and manicure - $50 


y , * 
BAW AS 


‘. Touch Package includes Mini Facial, 
* 
NN 30 min massage, manicure - $109 


ps 


Ww 


purchased you will receive an entry form for a 


Pleasant Package valued at $258. Drawing held Jan 2nd. 


Call 301-345-1849 


i or visit us online at www.pleasanttouch.com 


Spa Peek Package includes 


Brow Wax, Manicure - $29 A 
<x t 
Pleasant Package includes a 


Eminence Facial, One Hour a 


Massage, Manicure/Pedicure - $219 


= se RN oe be 


RATES 

CLASSIFIED: $3.00 
minimum for ten words. 
15¢ for each additional 
word. Submit ad with 
payment to the News 
Review office by 10 
p.m. Tuesday, or to 
the News Review drop 
box in the Co-op gro- 
cery store before 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, or mail to 15 
Crescent Rd., Suite 100, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770. 

BOXED: $8.10 col- 
umn inch. Minimum 
1.5 inches ($12.15). 
Deadline 10 p.m. Tues- 
day. 

NEEDED: Please in- 
clude name, phone num- 
ber and address with 
ad copy. Ads not con- 


sidered accepted until 
published. 
















3H Ridge Road 


UNDER 
CONTRACT! 
36B Ridge Road 
YOUR NEW HOME 
IS READY! 
$125,000 


There is an urgent need! 
GIVE BLOOD, GIVE LIFE 


Thursday, December 10, 2 to 7:30 p.m., 
City of Hyattsville, 4310 Gallatin Street, 
Hyattsville 
Tuesday, December 15, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
University of Maryland, 

Stamp Student Union Atrium, 
College Park 
Friday, December 18, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Prince George’s Hospital Center, 
3001 Hospital Drive, 
Cheverly 
Monday, December 21, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Prince George’s County 
Association of Realtors, 

8400 Corporate Drive, 
Landover 


Call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE 


Tina Lofaro 


(301) 352-3560, Ext. 204 
(301) 613-8377-Cell 


} PNC worteace* 


LEADING THE WAY 
FHA * VA * Cooperative Share Mortgages *« Conventional Financing 


PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. 
(“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank, National Association, a sub- 
sidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are 
Subject to credit approval and property appraisal. Some restrictions apply. © 2009 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 





Jeannette Holman 


Realtor 


Cell: 240-678-6233 
Office: 301-388-2718 


jeannette.holman@longandfoster.com 














Sarah 


5H PLATEAU 
2BR FRAME END 
On 100A cre W ood 
Great Fenced Y ard 
Remodeled K itchen 
& Bath 
$158,000.00 


31B RIDGE 
2BR BLOCK W/ 
BATH & GARAGE 


NEW CARPET 
FRESH PAINT! 
NEW LISTING!! 


301-385-0523 
301-385-4587 
301-262-1700 


7C SOUTHWAY 


McAndrew & Zitver 


Attorneys at Law 


The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Over 120 
years service 


Civil, Criminal, & Traffic Matters, DWI & DUI, Personal Injury, 
Business Law & Incorporations, Estate Planning & 
Administration (Wills & Trusts), Family Law and GHI Closings 


301-220-3111 
7500 Greenway Center Dr., #600. Greenbelt, MD 


Liska 






www.liskagroup.com 


8S PLATEAU 
2BR FRAME w/ 
Screened Porch 
U pdated K itchen 
U pdated B ath 
Private Location 
$140,000.00 


14Q HILLSIDE 
3BR FRAME 
Hardwood Floors 
Updated Kit. & Bath 
Fully Fenced Y ard 


$175,000.00 


6K _ RESEARCH 
1BR LOWER 
Beautifully U pdated 
M odern K itchen 
Large Storage Shed 


$99,900.00 



















9] RIDGE 
2 BR, 1.5 BA BRICK 


UNDER 
CONTRACT 
IN 1 WEEK!! 


8 Orange C ourt 


Single Famil 
3BR,1BA 


UNDER 
CONTRACT 


2BR FRAME 
Hardwood Floors 
U pdates Throughout 
NEW LISTING 
$129,900.00 
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Colder and Snowier Winter 


Forecast by Meteorologist 


by Kyle M. Jones 


The first weekend in Decem- 
ber brought in the first snowfall 
of the year. Just an inch of snow 
fell Saturday and mostly rain with 
a bit of ice fell Tuesday, leaving 
some to wonder how harsh or 
mild the winter will be. 

‘“T love the snow,” said Leslie 
Stampfer of the Greenbelt Depart- 
ment of Public Works. “I don’t 
want sprinkles and inches, I want 
feet,” he said with a smile. 

Stampfer is ready for the win- 
ter and anticipating a large storm 
this season. 

“Most of the [plow] guys on 
the crew have been with us for 
10 years,” Stampfer added. “It’s 
just another day in the office, it’s 
what we do.” 

Norm Bernier was out at EI- 
eanor Roosevelt High School 
Saturday afternoon with his son 
Daniel and his dog Tucker. 

‘“We’ve had wet weather from 
spring through the fall,’ Bernier 
said. “We just need it to stay 
in the mid-30s and we’ll have a 
great storm.” 

Bernier noted that the area 
has dodged major snow storms 
for years, with snow often fall- 
ing west in the Hagerstown and 
Frederick areas. 

“The skiers always have to 
get to travel to get to the snow,” 
he said. 

In fact, the record season for 
snow was the winter of 1995- 
1996, where 62.5 inches fell 
between November and March. 
Most memorable was on Jan. 
7, where 15.8 inches fell in 24 
hours. Nearly another foot fell 


by Jan. 12. 





Schools were closed for almost 
an extra week just after the holi- 
day season, as sheets of ice filled 
every parking lot in the area. 

The most notable snow storm 
this decade was when 40.5 inches 
fell in February 2003, with 21.8 
inches hitting the ground Feb. 
16. 

Could similar accumulations 
fall this year? 

“Every year is different, so I 
have a hard time making a year- 
to-year comparison,” said Mat- 
thew Kramar, Senior Forcaster 
at the National Weather Service. 
“Td have to take a look at all of 
the factors” involved, such as El 
Nino, the warmer weather in the 
Eastern Pacific. 

‘A strong El Nifio means there 
are a lot more weather patterns in 
the south and up the coast,” Kra- 
mar said. “By itself, it means 
warmer weather, but patterns in 
the North Atlantic Oscillation can 
contribute to colder weather.” 

The National Weather Service 
three-month prediction calls for 
above-normal precipitation in 
December and increased chances 
of below-normal temperatures in 
much of the Eastern and Central 
areas of the country. 

“T can’t say that it will be 
snowlier,’ Kramar said. “It could 
be wetter and cold. I just can’t 
make that prediction yet.” 

Still, Bernier looks forward to 
the first heavy snow. 

“It’s most peaceful in the 
mornings when the snow is un- 
touched and everyone is inside 
hunkered down and it’s just me 
and the dog.” 


Norm Bernier was out at Eleanor Roosevelt High School Saturday 
afternoon with this son Daniel and his dog Tucker. 


Smithwright Home Improvement Services 
Highly skilled provider of TOP QUALITY services inside and 


outside your home. 
¢ Carpentry 
¢ Drywall 
¢ Decks 
¢ Painting 


Referrals readily available. 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION AND ESTIMATES. 
William Smith 410-707-5542 MHIC# 89597 


¢ Doors & Windows 
¢ Roof Repairs 

¢ Weatherizing 

¢ Concrete work 
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Supporters of the New Deal Café ceremonially cut the ribbon on the 
Café's new sound system. The system had been in the initial planning 
stages when emergency repairs prompted immediate replacement. 
Pictured from left to right are Frank Kayser, Terri Rutledge, Chef 
Karim, Barbara Simon and Chris Logan. 


New Deal Cafe Has 
New Sound System 


On Monday, December 7 Café 
President Terri Rutledge, Chef 
Karim and Friends of New Deal 
Café Arts (FONDCA) President 
Barbara Simon announced a new 
Café sound system is in place at 
the Deal Café volunteer apprecia- 
tion dinner. 

With exceptional timing, over 
the past few months Café vol- 
unteers Frank Kayser and Chris 
Logan held planning meetings 
to discuss possible sound system 
replacement options for con- 
sideration in FONDCA’s 2010 
budget. Then the existing sound 
system failed abruptly and needed 
immediate replacement. Rapid 
purchase of a new sound sys- 
tem was possible because of 
the prior planning meetings and 
FONDCA’s ongoing fundraising 
efforts. 

Kayser, who designed the im- 
provements and chose the sound 
system components stated, “we 


wanted the system to give us a 
high quality sound, not just high 
volume.” Logan, FONDCA’s 
treasurer, who wanted the new 
sound system to be comprehen- 
sive, flexible and easy to use, 
added, “Since we have live music 
six days a week and many of our 
performers are first time visitors 
to the Café, the new system had 
to be easy to set up and adjust to 
produce the best quality sound. 
I think Frank’s design achieved 
these goals.” 
Volunteers Sought 

There will be training sessions 
in use of the system. Those 
interested should email Chris 
Logan at Chrislogan2 @ verizon. 
net or plan to attend an open 
microphone session on Thursday 
nights. Sound system set up 
starts after 6 p.m. for 7 p.m. per- 
formances. Volunteers will gain 
experience by operating the sound 
system during live performances. 


Be ot Greer Greeld 
LOOT: ge 


CMtdh Boriow 


op Rael Ma Datige 


Save the card, envelope and stamp by sending 
your Holiday Greetings in the News Review. 
Greetings will be published in the December 17 issue. 
Contact the ad desk on Monday 2 to 4 p.m. and 
Tuesday 2 to 4 and 8 to 10 p.m. 


CRESCENT SQUARE APARTMENTS 


Historic Greenbelt 
One Bedroom Apartments 
Wall-to-wall carpeting 
Excellent condition 
Starting at $750 plus electric 


Vista Management Co. 301-982-4636 





Law Offices of David R. Cross 
301-474-5705 


GHI Settlements 


Real Estate Settlements 


Wills and Estates 


Family Law 
Personal Injury 
Traffic/Criminal 


30 Years of Legal Experience 
Roosevelt Center 
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Smell Gas? 


(Sulfur or rotten eqgs} 
Call Washington Gas Light 
800-752-7520 or 911 


JC Landscaping 


Beds Trenched and Mulched. 
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials, 
Ornamental shrubs and trees installed. 
Small tree removal. 

Shrubs and small trees trimmed 
and pruned. 

New lawn seeding or sod. 


Grass mowing, trimming, blowing 


Free Estimates 
301-809-0528 


oe 
MERICAN 
REALTY, INC. 


7994 L akecrest 
2 Bedroom Condo 

Freshly painted, 
remodeled kitchen 


KKK KKK KKK 


5 Woodland Way 

GHI-Single Family 

UNDER CONTRACT 
KK KK KK KKK 


5-C Gardenway 
2 Bedroom Frame 
Wide Floor Plan 


$129,900 
JOE 


23-B Ridge Road 
3 Bedroom 
Block/Vinyl Siding 
Pergo floors, carpet- 
ing, new appliances 
$184,900 
KK KKK KKK KX 
9304 Washington 
Boulevard 
UNDER CONTRACT 
KKKKKKKKKKX 
7-Q Research Rd 
2 Bedroom/END 
Renovated, large 
corner fenced yard 
$159,900 
KK KKK KKK KX 
COMING SOON 
GHI— BRICK 
2 Bedroom Middle 
KK KKK KKKKK 
GHI— FRAME 
1 Bedroom/U pper 


REALTOAS 


J eannie Smith 
R ealtor/Salesperson, GR| 
Cell: 301-442-9019 
O: 800-346-1117 x106 


Branch Office: 
115 C enterway 
Greenbelt, MD 
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LE GRAND 


continued from page 1 


Le Grand’s confidence is de- 
rived from a combination of edu- 
cation and experience. A native 
of Washington, D.C., Le Grand 
earned her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from the University 
of Maryland Baltimore County 
in Catonsville. Her 11 years of 
teaching are spread among three 
schools. Le Grand began her 
teaching career at From the Heart 
Christian School in Suitland, 
Md. Over the course of eight 
years, she taught Latin, language 
arts, science and social studies. 
From there, Le Grand taught lan- 
guage arts for a year in a Prince 
George’s County School. Then 
when she heard that St. Hugh’s 
was hiring, she applied and the 
rest, as they say, is history. 

And that’s just fine with Le 
Grand, who is in her second year 
at St. Hugh’s. “It’s rewarding 
and fulfilling to help mold and 
influence your future,” says the 
mother of four. Le Grand likens 
her love of teaching with taking 
a journey. “You watch them lift 
off. You are happy they can go 
on that trip and you are a part 
of it.” 


GREENBELT SERVICE 
CENTER 


Auto Repairs 
& Road Service 


A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections 


161 CENTERWAY 
ROAD GREENBELT, 


(301) 474-8348 


mines) > G eorge 


¢ Remodel 
¢ Repair 
¢ New Windows 
& Doors 
¢ Gutters & Covers 


MHIC 12842 


FRITSCH 


continued from conta Uee Oa Deere 1 


as possible.” 

Fritsch describes a lesson using 
absolute and apparent magnitude 
— a method scientists employ to 
measure distance of the stars from 
the earth. Students used flash- 
lights to simulate stars to measure 
beams of light from various dis- 
tances and recorded the data. The 
end result is Fritsch’s favorite part 
of teaching — the “aha” moment. 
When students figured out that the 
closer they got to the target, the 
brighter and larger the light and 
the farther they went, the smaller 
and dimmer the image became, 
Students, then, understood the 
lesson. “It’s nice to see the light 
bulb go off,” she says. 

Other nice things Fritsch en- 
joys when she is not teaching are 
reading books from the Renais- 
sance such as biographies and 
historical fiction. As a child she 
enjoyed the television show Alf 
that featured a harmless and hu- 
morous alien. When asked about 
her best advice, familial educa- 
tional roots reappear. The advice 
came from her mother, she said, 
“Don’t stress.” 


Missy’s Decorating 
WALLPAPERING 
INTERIOR PAINTING 


301-345-7273 


Md. Home Imp. Lic. #26409 
Bonded - Insured 


UPHOLSTERY 


Many Fabrics to 
Choose From. 

Free Estimates. 
Quick Return. 


LEW'S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 
301-262-4135 


¢ Flooring 

¢ Small Jobs 

¢ Kitchens & 
Baths 

¢ Wall AC 


301-441-8699 


Our Family Serving Yours 


vee DCE 


1858 


Traditional Funeral Services 


GASCH’S 


Funeral Home, PA. 


Pre-Planned binerals 
~ No Cost Constiltations 
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE 


Home & Business 


Improvements 
Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting 
Bathrooms-Basements-Kitchens 
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors 
Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds 
Wisler Construction 


& Painting Co. 
Serving Greenbelt since 1991] 


301-345-1261 
www.wislerconstruction.com 
Owner has over 20 years experience 
Member of the Better Business Bureau 
MHIC40475 


Richard K. Gehring 
Remodeling & Repairs 


Serving Greenbelt for 25 
years 
MHIC# 84145 
301-441-1246 


lown Center Realty 


and Renovations 


Mike McAndrew 
240-432-8233 


6C Research kd. 
1 BR Lower 
$84,900 


36K Ridge Rd. 
2 BR end unit with fo 
$169,900 


46C Ridge kd. 
2 BR, 2 BA w/ addition 
$149,900 
UNDER CONTRACT 


You know us as JOHN & TAMMY, 
a household name in Greenbelt 
for over 14 years. We are the 
experts at cleaning your home 
and giving you more time. Time 
for grandchildren, children’s 
recreation and each other. Call, 
let a familiar and trusted name 
help you out. 


We offer : 
—Weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly 
service 
—Spring cleaning any time 
of the year 
—Window cleaning 
—Help for special occasions 
—FREE estimates 
Professionals with the 
Personal Touch 


Phone 301-262-5151 


RESLTOAS 


Credit Union Auto Loans 
As low as 3.99% for New Cars 


And 4.5% _ for Used Cars 
E> Call for additional information. 


~ Rate subject to change without notice. 


Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 
A credit union for those who live, work, attend 


Apply online at www.greenbeltfcu.com 
Interest rate is annual percentage rate. 


School, or worship in Greenbelt and their families 
BXtetw) Serving its members since 1937 
112 Centerway, Greenbelt, MD 20770 — 301-474-5900 


" Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc. 


159 Centerway Road ive 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 * BSE 


MDE 301-982-2582 Lae ee The ti 


Hapland Department WWW .greenbeltautoandtruck.com 
of the Environment A.S.E. 
Master Certified Technicians 


A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched- 
ules & extended warranty programs! Also, 


Home Improvements 


Carpentry * Drywall ¢ Painting 


801-490-3763 (=) 
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Realty 1, Inc. 


FEM MMA ee 


301 982-0044 
SMU 


Theresa Bradley 708-275-7775 
Ure hee Oy 
Linda Ivy 301-675-0585 
Denise Parker 202-538-1281 
Ue et ee ig 


REM CLE Hed s 
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Amazing Value - 2 bedroom town- 
home on corner lot with reserved park- 
ing in the rear. Fenced backyard, hard- 
wood floors, extra storage. $119,900 
Townhome With Addition - 3 br. GHI 
unit with laundry room addition, fenced 
backyard, hardwood downstairs, car- 
peted 2nd level, ceiling fans. $175,000 
Brick Townhome - Near Roosevelt 
Center. 3BR with oak hardwood floor- 
ing. Remodeled kitchen with hardwood 
cabinets. Large attic! $199,900 

2 Bedroom GHI Townhome - New 
Stove & dishw., built-in microwave & 
modern cabinets. Updated bath, large 
shed in backyard and more. $155,000 
Spacious Block Townhome 
screened porch, two large bedrooms, 
and more. Close to Roosevelt Center, 
library , pools and more. $184,900 


Need to reach us right away? 


Text ‘NOW’ to 88000 on your 
re Cm Cae SELL 
CS ea eer TC CTT) 
listing in Greenbelt. We’re there 
Rte 


Three Bedroom Townhome - Lovely 
townhome wWSliding patio doors that 
opens onto deck, shaded yard and 
garden area. Remodeled kit. $159,900 
Lower Level 1 Bedroom see Home - 


Granite Cet eugiean 

kitchen. Sc DP mis ae 
entertaining. Reduced! Only $80,000 
Block Townhome - Near Center - 2 
br. townhome with large 11’ x 17’ Mas- 
ter bedroom. Fresh paint, modern 


kitchen and more. ee 900 


refini alae 
cn ane fea 
Townhome With Addition - First-level 
addition with extra half-bath - room 
opens onto private deck. Two bed- 
rooms and remodeled bath upstairs. 
Value Priced! - Remodeled two bed- 
room townhome owned by GHI. Fresh 
paint, new carpet and more. Located 
near protected woodlands. $119,900 
Townhome With Garage - 2 Bedroom 
GHI townhome within walking distance 
to Roosevelt Center. Backs to open 
space. Tastefully decorated. $189,900 
Corner Logi, - iHLtownhome w/ 
large deck aay i ds. Fresh 
paint, opened kit., w4, ceiling fans, 
large yard. REDUCED! Only $154,900 
Completely Remodeled - 3 Br town- 
home with ceramic tile in kitchen and 
dining area. Amazing bathroom. Fresh 
paint, modern kitchen.Wow! $169,900 
Large Floorplan - Large Corner Lot 
3 br GHI - Engineered hardwood firs, 
ceramic tile in bath, modern appli- 
ances, new blinds & more. $189,900 
Two Story Addition - Townhome on 
large cor 0 wooded 
space. SOLD... level. 
Spacious kitchen & more. $225,000 
Brick Townhome - Large 11’ x 17’ 


« L.Osnon 


Visit us on the web: 
www. waschs.com 


301-927-6100 


4739 Baltimore Avenue *¢ I lyattsville, 


Out of Town Arrangements 
Memorial Services 

In Home Consultations 
Visa, MC, American Express 


MT) 20781 





routine repairs that keep your vehicles master bedroom, 2nd bedroom oak 


hardwood flooring & bath on top level. 
Garden space & patio, too! $194,900 


Amazing _Townhom Completely 
Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage remodeledd UNDER:... with 
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, state CONT LACK 

Insurance Claims Welcome. floor mo Ton 


| : a Pa 
Free estimates, please call for appointment mT) Tae aE ee 


operating safely and reliably. 


¢ Now Offering! « 
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Singers from Eleanor Roosevelt High School perform at the tree lighting ceremony. 


Music, Hot Chocolate, Santa 
Open 2009 Holiday Season 


by Kyle M. Jones 


Santa Claus arrived in Green- 
belt on Friday, December 4 to 
light the Holiday Tree, marking 
the start of the 38th Annual Fes- 
tival of Lights and the beginning 
of the holiday season. 

“This is the time of year for 
us all to come together during 
this season of peace,” Mayor Ju- 
dith Davis said to the crowd of 
hundreds on the front lawn of the 
Greenbelt Community Center just 
before Santa took the stage. 

“May the joy of the season be 
especially nice for you all,” she 
concluded and invited people to 
participate in the many Festival of 
Lights activities. 

Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
a cappella groups The Pearls, Har- 
monize and The Suspenders sang 
holiday tunes while the crowd 
enjoyed hot chocolate and waited 
for Santa Claus. 

While they waited, many 
watched the children playing on 
the lawn and said that seeing the 
joy on the faces of the children 
was their favorite part of the sea- 
son. 

“T have a two-year-old now and 
the favorite part of the holidays 1s 
seeing him do all the holiday 
stuff, like seeing Santa and light- 
ing the tree,” Paul Wright said of 
his son, Timothy. 

Children zipped past Elizabeth 
Smith and Kathy Wellborn, who 
stood by while the kids played an 
intense game of tag in the dark 
and muddy field. 

“When Santa comes to light the 
tree and all the kids go running 
and screaming, that’s the best,” 
Smith said. Davis agreed. 

“This is what makes it fan- 
tastic,” Davis said, just as Santa 
arrived on a fire truck with lights 
flashing, sending the kids scram- 
bling to greet him. 

Andrew Phelan of the Green- 
belt Recreation Department noted 


“I “ |), 


Santa Claus lit the Christmas Tree. 





that it took Santa a little longer 
to get to the stage this year. He 
credits the mild weather for draw- 
ing a larger crowd of younger kids 
to the event, who escorted Santa 
from the fire truck to the stage. 

The children reached for pic- 
tures with him, shouted their hel- 
los and made toy requests along 
the way. 

Tree Lighting 

After reaching the stage, Santa 
was joined by Davis and Green- 
belt city councilmembers, who 
led the countdown to the tree 
lighting. After he flipped the 
switch, Santa handed out candy 
canes to the throngs of kids still 
waiting for another chance to 
speak to him. 

Laura Holman’s daughter Ta- 
tiana was one of them. Holman 
arrived at the Greenbelt Metro 
Station on the Bolt Bus from New 
York just moments before the tree 
was lit. The Festival of Lights 
became a yearly tradition when 
Tatiana was born five years ago. 

“We moved to Brooklyn at 
the end of August, and tomorrow 
is my mother’s birthday so we 
decided to come down,” Hol- 
man said. “We’re only here for 
24 hours. The festival is like a 
family reunion of the city,” she 
added. 

Tatiana spent much of the eve- 
ning playing with old friends, 
while Holman spent time with her 
mother and aunt, who also came 
out for the event. 

Young Esmeralda Ferrer was 
also away from home and al- 
though she looked forward to the 
holidays, she is anxiously waiting 
to get back to her extended family 
in Puerto Rico. 

While Greenbelt was not as 
warm as Puerto Rico on Friday, it 
was mild enough to draw a large 
crowd to the event. Davis recalls 
noting that they have not always 
been so lucky. 

“We’ve had warmer 
ones, where people just 
wore sweaters,” she 
said. “But we’ve had 
much colder ones as 
well. Everyone is en- 
joying the music and 
having a great time.” 

Davis also credited 
the Greenbelt Public 
Works Department and 
the Greenbelt Recre- 
ation Department for 
their work in putting 
the event together. 

“This 1s the kickoff, 
and everyone 1S so ex- 
cited,” she said. 
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Tatiana Holman and her moth- 
er have a family tradition of 
attending Greenbelt's Festival 
of Lights Celebration. 


EPA Seeks Youth 
Environmentalists 


The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
is encouraging students to 
apply for a Presidential En- 
vironmental Youth Awards 
(PEYA) program. The EPA 
wants to recognize students 
who have developed their 
own projects at school or in 
their communities to promote 
environmental awareness and 
care. Winners of the award 
are honored at a ceremony in 
Washington, D.C each year. 
The mid-Atlantic regional 
winner will receive a plaque 
at an EPA-sponsored awards 
program next spring and all 
student participants will re- 
ceive a certificate signed by 
the President honoring them 
for their efforts to protect 
human health and the envi- 
ronment. 

Applications from student 
groups or individual students 
in grades K-12 may be sub- 
mitted by an adult sponsor. 
Rules and applications can 
be viewed or downloaded in 
printable format from EPA’s 
PEYA website at: www.epa. 
gov/peya. The deadline is 
December 31, 2009. For 
more information call EIl- 
len Lucchetti in EPA’s mid- 
Atlantic regional office in 
Philadelphia at 215-814-3287 
or email lucchetti.ellen@epa. 
gov. 

Past projects have includ- 
ed planting trees, building 
nature trails and preserves, 
scientific research, protecting 
endangered species, starting 
recycling programs, restor- 
ing native habitats, creating 
schoolyard habitats, produc- 
ing videos and newsletters 
and other environmental ac- 
tivities. 
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santa and Holiday Spirit 
Start a Festive Season 


by Stacy Jones 


An octet of high school girls, 
bundled in hats and scarves, sang 
a rendition of “Let It Snow” 
at the Greenbelt tree lighting 
ceremony Friday night. By 11 
a.m. the next morning, fat and 
soggy snowflakes started cascad- 
ing down to grant their a cappella 
request. 

They stood on a stage sur- 
rounded by garland, red velvet 
bows and twinkling Christmas 
lights. The hedges behind them 
were aglow with even more 
lights. Some of the attendees 
making their way toward the 
quaint scene were already sport- 
ing Santa hats and other festive 
garb. 

Despite the night’s snowy 
forecast, Greenbelt Mayor Judith 
F. Davis took the stage after EI- 
eanor Roosevelt High School’s 
(ERHS) singers The Pearls and 
encouraged the crowd of residents 
to attend the city’s Festival of 
Lights activities scheduled for the 
following morning and the rest of 
the month. 

“Be assured that it’s not going 
to start snowing until after noon,” 
Davis said. 

“The city council is coming 
up,” she added, “and if need 
be, we'll sing.” After glancing 
back at the councilmembers she 
remarked that she would likely 
be impeached for making them 
part of the night’s singing enter- 
tainment. 

The Festival of Lights is a 
celebration of the season held 
throughout the month of Decem- 
ber. This year’s festival will be 
Greenbelt’s 38th, Davis said. 

She urged residents to keep 
servicemembers in their hearts 
and to remember seniors who 


might be spending the holidays 
alone. 

Davis urged everyone to take 
advantage of the free hot choco- 
late and cookies available to at- 
tendees before turning the stage 
over to Harmonize, another of 
ERHS’s a cappella groups. 

Meanwhile, the children in 
the audience began to edge to- 
ward the stage, brimming with 
excitement for a special visitor 
who would be arriving to light 
the city’s tree on the Community 
Center’s front lawn. By the time 
the third singing group, The Sus- 
penders, took the stage, it seemed 
as though the crowd’s entire front 
row was of the 4-foot tall or less 
variety. 

Once the Greenbelt Concert 
Band Brass Choir took to the 
stage, all sporting reindeer antlers 
save for one top hat, children 
had taken to dancing arm in arm, 
spinning and swaying just feet 
away from the stage. Perhaps, 
they must have thought, their jo- 
viality would conjure a jolly old 
someone. 

After a medley of holiday 
tunes from the brass choir, a 
young scout at the back of the 
crowd caught sight of a fire en- 
gine and sent everyone running 
to greet Santa. 

“T’m going to Santa,” shouted 
one boy to his mother, “he’s right 
over there.” 

Once the tree had been il- 
luminated, handmade ornaments 
from the Greenbelt Co-op Nurs- 
ery School could clearly seen 
hanging on its boughs. Many of 
them looked like paper Christmas 
trees — laminated, to handle the 
weather, of course — decorated 
with shiny buttons and sequins. 





Rebecca Gardner and Bela Martins, both age 5 of Greenbelt, got 


candy canes from Santa. 


National Gallery 


Offers Concert 

On Sunday, December 13 at 
6:30 p.m. the National Gallery 
of Art will offer a concert by 
Tine Thing Helseth, trumpeter, 
with Steffen Horn, pianist; with 
music by Falla, Grieg and other 
composers. This free concert 
is being given in conjunction 
with the Norwegian Christmas 
Festival at Union Station. The 
performance will take place in 
the West Garden Court with 
first-come, first-seated 30 min- 
utes before the concert. Enter at 
Sixth Street until 6:30. 

For details call 202-842-6941 
or visit www.nga.gov/programs. 
concerts. 


“In Plane View” 

An exhibition of large-format 
photographs by Carolyn Russo 
showcasing the aesthetic quality 
of some of the National Air and 
Space Museum’s iconic aircraft 
will be on display at the College 
Park Aviation Museum from De- 
cember 4 through June 11. Close- 
up facets, sculptural forms and 
life-like elements direct attention 
to the often overlooked, simple 
elegance of aircraft design. Russo 
exposes the bold colors, textures, 
shapes and patterns that character- 
ize diverse flying machines and 
transforms technology into art. 

This exhibition has been orga- 
nized by the Smithsonian’s Na- 
tional Air and Space Museum. 


